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APPROPRIATIONS 


For  the  Year  ending  January  31,  1897. 


Schools, 

$8,200 

Highways, 

1 ,800 

Sidewalks, 

200 

Poor, 

1 ,800 

Street  Lights, 

600 

Miscellaneous, 

600 

Fire  Department,  (including  painting 

and  re- 

pairing  central  house,) 

1 ,600 

Town  Officers, 

I,5°° 

Interest, 

3°° 

Discount, 

0 

10 

CO 

Public  Library, 

45° 

Memorial  Day, 

75 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

35° 

SPECIAL 

* 

Waterworks, 

5°° 

Repairing  Steamer, 

1000 

TOWN  OFFICERS 


SELECTMEN. 

J.  C.  LIBBY,  R.  S.  BAILEY, 

R.  H.  SARGENT. 

CLERK. 

BAILEY  SARGENT. 

TREASURER. 

D.  J.  POORE. 

/ 

COLLECTOR. 

JOHN  S.  CLEMENT. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 

JOHN  L.  BLAISDELL. 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

F.  F.  PHILBRICK,  BAILEY  SARGENT, 

JAMES  T.  LOCKE,  ARTHUR  VV.  CHASE. 


SCHOOL 

COMMITTEE. 

1 

FRANK  E.  PEASE, 

Term  expires  March 

lS97- 

T  H.  HOYT, 

4  4  a  u 

1S9S. 

BION  GREEN, 

44  44  44 

1S99. 

TRUSTEES  OF 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

F.  O.  DAVIS, 

Term  expires  March 

lS97- 

R.  S.  BAILEY, 

1 1  4 1  <  4 

i897- 

s.  a.  McConnell, 

"  4  4  t  t 

1S9S. 

GEORGE  G.  LARKIN, 

l  t  (  (  l  l 

1898. 

JAMES  F.  PEASE, 

U  U  4  4 

1899. 

CHARLES  W.  SAWYER 

44  44  44 

9 

1S99. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


ENGINEERS  OE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

W.  H.  BLODGETT,  Chief,  WILLIAM  M.  CHASE, 

JOHN  B.  THORN. 


TRUSTEES  LOCUST  GROVE  CEMETERY. 


C.  E.  ROWELL, 

J.  A.  LANCASTER, 
GEORGE  G.  LARKIN, 


Term  expires  March  1S97. 


1898. 

1899. 


FOREST  FIRE  WARDS. 


WILLARD  B.  KELLEY 


WALTER  H.  SARGENT. 


POLICE. 

j.  FRED  IVES,  Chief,  CHARLES  A.  BRIDGES, 

ALEX.  HANNA. 

AUDITOR. 

CLARENCE  MORRILL. 


SURVEYORS  OF  LUMBER  AND  MEASURERS  OF  WOOD 

AND  BARK. 

JOHN  E.  CURRIER,  WALTER  II.  SARGENT. 

FENCE  VIEWER. 

CALVIN  B.  ROBINSON. 

FIELD  DRIVERS. 

GILMAN  II.  GILDAY,  WALTER  II.  SARGENT. 


SELECTHEN’S  REPORT 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 


TEACHERS. 

R.  I).  McKeen,  superintendent, 

C.  C.  Ferguson,  principal  High  school, 

L.  F.  Tucker,  assistant  “ 

Jennie  P.  Clement,  First  Grammar, 

Carrie  M.  Evans,  Second  Grammar, 

Ida  M.  Blaisdell,  Port  Grammar, 

Lilia  M.  Phelps,  Third  Grammar, 

Emma  Pearson,  First  Intermediate. 

Mary  II.  Head,  Second  Intermediate,  - 
Etta  II.  Colby,  First  Primary. 

Bertha  M.  Bonltenhonse,  Prospect  Street  Pri 
Louise  C^.  Brackett,  Middle  Street  Primary, 
Hattie  A.  Baxter,  Port  Primary, 

Annie  M.  Gray,  Highlands, 

Annie  R.  Hunter,  Bear  Hill, 

Abbie  A.  Clement,  Birch  Meadow, 

Lizzie  B.  Smith,  Music, 

M.  A.  Pearson,  Drawing, 

Lucv  A.  Crawford,  First  Grammar, 
Marjorie  L.  Souther,  Second  Grammar, 
Mary  N.  Hopkins,  Third  Grammar, 

Jessie  L.  Holmes,  Second  Grammar, 


JANITORS. 

Charles  P.  Baker,  Center  building, 

Edward  Whaland,  Prospect  Street  building, 
Thomas  Tewhill,  “  “ 

E.  C.  Sherman,  Middle  Street  building, 
Harry  Morgan,  Bear  Hill 


$ 

628 

23 

I 

,072 

50 

524 

40 

237 

5° 

393 

75 

4C5 

L3 

190 

00 

370 

00 

370 

00 

370 

00 

y> 

190 

00 

370 

00 

370 

00 

202 

50 

O0 

00 

75 

228 

75 

G1 

33 

i  So 

00 

225 

00 

168 

75 

H7 

00 

33 

75 

$ 

219 

89 

36 

00 

33 

00 

15° 

00 

30 

00 

$  7H77  39 
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SELECTMEN  S  REPORT. 


A.  L.  Clement,  Birch  Meadow 

12 

5° 

Annie  M.  Gray,  Highlands, 

12 

5° 

Isaac  Heald,  Port, 

74 

00 

Christopher  Sargent,  Bear  Hill, 

5 

00 

BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

T.  II.  Castner, 

$ 

38 

C.  A.  Koehler  &  Co., 

1 

00 

T.  H.  Castner, 

3 

74 

Ginn  &  Co., 

2 

45 

L.  E.  Knott  &  Co., 

4 

V 

0 

IT, 

Maynard  Merrill  &  Co., 

1 

55 

Bertha  M.  Boultenhouse, 

2 

00 

M.  A.  Pearson,  traveling  expenses  and  supplies, 

3f 

00 

F.  L.  Parker, 

3 

45 

S.  Al.  McConnell,  drugs  for  school  purposes, 

24 

07 

Ginn  &  Co., 

33 

45 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co., 

6 

50 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co., 

28 

12 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co., 

5 

10 

Allyn  &  Bacon, 

8 

71 

J.  Adams  &  Co., 

27 

00 

J.  L.  HammetCo., 

91 

62 

American  Book  Co., 

48 

00 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co., 

3 

09 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co., 

5 

00 

Franklin  Educational  Co., 

21 

67 

Ginn  &  Co., 

27 

76 

Prang  Educational  Co., 

4 

52 

Franklin  Educational  Co., 

4 

15 

Allyn  &  Bacon, 

32 

25 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co., 

54 

67  * 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co., 

31 

47 

Wm.  C.  Russell,  expressage, 

25 

00 

Allyn  &  Bacon, 

5 

5° 

I).  C.  Heath  &  Co., 

x4 

39 

American  Book  Co., 

7 

84 

Leach,  Shewed  &  Sanborn, 

9 

90 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co., 

x3 

75 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co., 

7 

50 

$  577  89 


selectmen’s  report. 


C.  P.  Baker, 

7 

HH 

>-4 

Edward  C.  Babb  &  Co., 

28 

49 

American  Book  Co., 

Ginn  &  Co., 

12 

32 

6 

60 

J.  L.  Hammet  Co., 

6 

25 

Geo.  S.  Perrv  &  Co., 

H 

60 

S.  C.  Pease  &  Sons,  paper, 

5 

76 

George  Brothers  &  Story, 

1 

66 

Arthur  C.  Bayden, 

60 

M.  A.  Pearson,  traveling  expenses, 

18 

70 

Jessie  L.  Holmes,  “ 

3 

5° 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co., 

5 

60 

F.  E.  Pease,  supplies, 

90 

C.  E.  Rowell,  “  Port, 

90 

Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical  Co., 

4 

62 

Leach,  Shewell  &  Sanborn,  ¥ 

H 

26 

Ginn  &  Company, 

37 

56 

Allyn  &  Bacon,  supplies, 

2 

17 

J.  H.  Cleary,  “ 

10 

19 

F.  L.  Parker,  sulphur  candles  for  fumigating, 

1 

00 

American  Express  Co., 

2 

• 

20 

FUEL. 

Atkinson  Coal  Co., 

5 1 

55 

6  6  ( 6  6  6 

10 

40 

66  66  66 

2 

5° 

66  66  66 

10 

80 

Wood  Brothers,  wood, 

1 

25 

Sargent  Coal  Co,, 

320 

17 

Wood  Brothers,  wood, 

5 

00 

Geo.  W.  Sargent,  “ 

55 

26 

Preble  Brothers, 

6 

73 

$  463  66 


INCIDENTAL  REPAIRS. 

John  Muldoon,  repairs  on  stoves,  $  1 1  00 

John  Muldoon,  labor  and  material  on  schoolhouses,  12  15 

Wood  Brothers,  labor  at  Port  school  house,  4  60 

Isaac'W.  lleald,  labor  at  Port  school  house,  2  50 

J.  C.  Libby,  labor  and  material,  “  1  75 


8 


selectmen’s  r eport. 


E.  C.  Sherman,  Middle  street  school  house, 

Wm.  H.  Thomas,  painting  Middle  street  school 
house, 

Chas.  A.  Stevens,  labor  around  school  houses, 

C.  W.  Chapman,  labor  at  plains  school  house, 
Wood  Brothers,  labor  and  material  around  school 
houses, 

T.  F.  Day,  2  Gal.  slating, 

C.  P.  Baker,  cleaning  school  house  and  janitor, 

C.  W.  Chapman,  labor  on  school  houses, 

C.  II.  Hughes,  labor  on  Port  school  buildings 
Wm.  Jones,  labor  and  material  on  school  houses, 
John  Muldoon,  “  “  “ 

John  E.  Currier,  lumber  and  other  material, 

James  H.  Foster,  labor  on  Highland  school  house, 
Wm.  B.  Chapman,  labor  and  material  on  Port 
school  house, 

Wm.  Jones,  labor  and  material, 

Goodwin  &  Kendrick,  paints  for  Port  school  house, 
Heath  Brothers,  labor  and  material, 

C.  H.  Hughes, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Merrimac  Budget,  printing  100  school  "eports,  $ 
Frank  E.  Carroll,  seating  chair, 

Edward  Perkins  Lumber  Co.,  lumber,  Port  school 
house, 

H.  G.  Hudson,  new  clock  and  repairing  old  one, 
Merrimac  Budget,  printing  pav-rolls, 

R.  D.  McKeen,  traveling  expenses,  postage,  etc., 
Merrimac  Budget,  printing  promotion  cards,  etc., 
II.  W.  Stone,  filling  out  diplomas, 

Jennie  P.  Clement,  ribbon  for  diplomas, 

Geo.'S.  Perry  &  Co.,  flag, 

L.  S.  Martins,  cleaning  Bear  Hill  school  house, 

H.  G.  Hudson,  cleaning  clock,  Port  “ 

Edward  Whaland,  cleaning  Prospect  St.  “ 

C.  S.  Grieves,  paints. 

Chas.  A.  Stevens,  cleaning  school  yard, 

Mrs.  John  Patten,  cleaning  Port  school  house, 


10  00 

67  81 
15  25 

50  00 

6  60 
14  00 

35  80 
8  78 

45  90 

11  95 

33  35 
89  61 

5  00 

8  62 

2  50 
5  50 

47  69 

3  00 


15  00 
1  00 

3  n 

4  25 

4  75 

4  45 
6  00 

75 
1  80 

6  25 

3  00 
1  00 
6  00 

29  93 
1  60 
10  00 


4 


$  493  36 


S  E  L  E  C  T  M  ex’s  REPORT. 
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Mrs.  Edward  Whaland,  cleaning  Prospect  street 

schoolhouse,  $  io  oo 

Mrs.  F.  O.  Pettigrew,  cleaning  Middle  street 

school  house,  4  20 

A.  L.  Baxter,  labor  and  material,  Port,  6  07 

C.  H.  Hughes,  “  “  “  10  50 

Ralph  L.  Hayes,  labor  and  material  Birch  Meadow 

school  house,  50 

A.  M.  Waterhouse,  painting  table,  etc,  2  00 

David  E.  Wadleigh,  repairs  on  pump,  stove,  etc.,  1  25 

John  Muldoon,  labor  and  material,  repairing,  5  75 

R.  D.  McKeen,  expenses  securing  teachers,  5  83 

N.  F.  Stevens,  cleaning  clocks,  1  00 

T.  H.  Hoyt,  traveling  expenses  and  postage,  «  2  62 

Bion  Green,  telegraph  messages,  postage,  etc.,  1  60 


Total, 


Appropriations, 

Schools, 

$  8,200  00 

Superintendent, 

350  00 

T.  H.  Hoyt,  books, 

7  00 

Town  of  Bradford, 

500  00 

F.  E.  Pease,  books, 

6  83 

T.  H.  Hoyt,  books, 

5  47 

Mass.  School  Fund, 

262  58 

Dog  Tax, 

.  150  79 

Overdrawn, 

155  97 

$  150  21 
$  9,638  66 


$  9,638  66 


I 


to 


selectmen’s  report. 


OVERSEERS’  DEPARTMENT. 


Support  of  Mrs.  Allison  and  Daughter. 

Mrs.  Hattie  A.  Currier,  board,  $  12 1  71 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Hatch,  wrappers,  1  95 

C.  A.  Bridges,  shoes,  3  50 

F.  L.  Parker,  medicine,  6  So 

J.  S.  Evans,  shoes,  3  00 

Little  &  Co.,  clothing,  74 

C.  A.  Bridges,  shoes,  2  25 

Mrs.  Ware,  expenses  and  sundries  to  Cam¬ 
bridge,  for  Maud,  5  00 

Ingleside  Cotporation,  board  of  Alice  M. 

Allison,  six  mos  to  Feb.  5,  ’97,  50  00 


Support  of  Andrew  J.  Heath. 

Julia  B.  Heath,  board,  1895,  15  00 

Julia  B.  Heath,  board,  1S96,  153  00 


Support  of  Lyman  S.  Sargent. 

Moses  Bailey,  board,  36  75 

Nichols  &  Mor^e,  suit  of  clothes,  6  00 

C.  A.  Bridges,  shoes,  2  50 

Nichols  &  Morse,  pants,  2  00 


Aid  of-M.  Burke. 

Atkinson  Coal  Co.,  coal,  5  25 

H.  J.  Cushing,  medical  attendance,  3  00 

F.  L.  Parker,  medicine,  35 

J.  H.  Cleary,  supplies,  37  50 

J.  H.  Cleary,  supplies,  37  50 


Aid  of  Lydia  Goodwin. 

Atkinson  Coal  Co.,  coal,  5  2^ 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  coal,  3  13 


$  W4  95 


168  00 


47  25 


83  60 


8  38 


selectmen’s  report. 


1 1 


Support  of  Alice  R.  Gray. 

Luella  J.  Lewis,  board,  $  70  00 


Aid  of  Daniel  W.  Currier. 

Horatio  Evans,  care,  1  00 

F.  L.  Parker,  medicine,  25 

Whittier  Heirs,  rent,  11  25 

John  B.  Heath,  burial  expenses,  35  00 

Dr.  H.  J.  Cushing,  medical  attendance,  49  00 

J.  J.  Woodman,  care,  12  00 


Support  of  Lillian  O.  Gray. 

Calvin  Sargent,  board,  48  00 

Board  of  Alice  R  and  Lillian  O.  Gray,  100  00 
F.  E.  Sweetsir,  medical  attendance,  3  50 

¥ - 

City  of  Newton. 

Aid  of  W.  O.  Haddock  family,  81  29 


Aid  of  Edward  Tozier. 

F.  E.  Sweetsir,  medical  attendance,  1895,  22  00 


Aid  of  Charles  Carter’s  Family. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Cushing,  medical  attendance,  27  25 

Charles  L.  Waterhouse,  milk,  2  70 

F.  L.  Parker,  medicine,  5  20 


Aid  of  John  Stearnes,  (charged  to  State). 

J.  II.  Cleary,  supplies,  10  71 

S.  A.  McConnell,  medicine,  .  3  05 

G..A.  Titcomb,  provisions,  62 

Dr.  II.  J.  Cushing,  medical  attendance,  43  50 

G.  M.  Tukesbury,  milk,  3  60 

J.  H.  Cleary,  supplies,  2  00 


j 


$  70  00 


10S  50 


15 1  50 


81  29 


22  00 


35  l5 


63  48 


104  00 


Support  of  Ann  Warning. 
A.  P.  Chaples,  board, 


104  00 


I 


I  2 


selectmen’s  report. 


Aid  of  Widow  Bellell. 


City  of  Newburyport, 

$  65  25 

City  of  Newburyport, 

51  25 

$  1 16  50 

Aid  of  Sophia  Mayer,  (charged  to  Haverhill). 

Mrs.  Thomas  Tewhill,  care, 

6  00 

Dr.  F.  E.  Sweetsir,  medical  attendance, 

20  00 

F.  L.  Parker,  medicine, 

2  90 

I.  PI.  Pendergast,  burial  expenses, 

12  00 

40  90 

Aid  of  Susan  Sargent. 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Baxter,  care, 

17  00 

17  00 

Aid  of  Mrs.  Clooney. 

D.  M.  Davis,  milk,' 

1  65 

A.  11.  Peirce,  medical  attendance, 

31  00 

32  65 

Burial  of  James  W.  Sargent. 

John  B.  Heath,  burial  expenses, 

16  00 

\ 

16  00 

Aid  of  Mary  E.  Greeley,  (charged  to  her). 

City  of  Boston,  care  at  Hospital, 

0 

0 

>— < 

51  00 

Aid  of  Horace  Cooper. 

Bakie  Brothers,  groceries, 

3  00 

Bakie  Brothers,  groceries, 

3  00 

6  00 

Aid  of  Caroline  Johnson. 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  coal, 

6  25 

Wood  Brothers,  wood, 

3  00 

9  25 

Aid  of  Otis  S.  Currier. 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  coal, 

6  25 

J.  H.  Cleary,  supplies, 

9  00 

G.  A.  Titcomb,  provisions, 

4  47 

19  72 

Aid  to  Wm.  M.  Davis,  (charged  to  Haverhill). 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  coal, 

6  2^ 

6  2C 

selectmen’s  report. 
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Town  of  Amesburv. 

Aid  to  John  O’Brien  children,  $  59  21 

2-5  care  of  Mary  L.  Dupree,  67  98 

2-5  care  of  Kate  McCabe,  41  60 

Aid  to  John  H.  Jenkins,  6  75 

- $  05  54 


City  of  Haverhill. 

Aid  to- Priscilla  Fitzgerald,  hospital,  44  00 

— -  44  00 


F.  E.  Svveetsir,  M.  D. 


Investigating  Sargent  case,  Bear  Hill, 

2 

00 

Support  of  Pafients  at  Insane  Asylum. 

Danvers  Asylum,  for  1895,  (carried  over). 

* 

Adeline  R.  Lawson,  92  days, 

d2 

7i 

i-4 

Michael  Riley,  9 2  days, 

42 

7i 

1-4 

Homer  Labrie,  92  days, 

42 

7i 

1-4 

Calista  Swett,  92  days, 

42 

7i 

1 -4 

1896. 

Adeline  R.  Lawson, 

169  93 

Michael  Rilev, 

157  58 

Homer  Labrie, 

169  93 

Calista  A.  Swett, 

49  68 

Calista  A.  Swett,  wearing  apparel, 

1  45 

-  54s  57 

Aid  of  Mrs.  Crowley,  (charged  to  estate). 

Little  &  Co.,  clothing,  3  57 

Little  &  Co.,  merchandise,  5  30 

John  B.  Heath  &  Son,  burial  expenses,  43  86 

' -  52  95 

2  00 

-  2  00 


Dr.  H.  J.  Cushing. 

Aid  of  Win.  Carr, 


$  2,449  26 


H 


selectmen’s  report. 


Appropriation,  $  i,Soo  oo 


Received  from  Moses  E.  Swett,  93  84 

“  City  of  Haverhill,  Mrs.  Mayer,  40  90 

“  Mary  E.  Greeley,  50  00 

“  Error,  claimed  at  hospital,  1  00  » 

“  Overseers  of  Poor,  12  00 

Due  from  State,  burial  of  Daniel  W.  Currier,  35  00 

“  Estate  of  Mrs.  Crowley,  52  95 

“  City  of  Haverhill,  aid  to  Wm.  Davis,  6  25 

Overdrawn,  357  32 

-  $  2,449  26 


STREET  LIGHTS. 


E.  S.  McKay,  care  of  lights, 

$  365  40 

J.  H.  Cleary,  supplies,’ 

261  94 

Peter  Gray,  1  dozen  lamps, 

/ 

3  50 

Perkins  Lumber  Co.,  posts, 

10  00 

Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  1-2  dozen  lamps, 

30  00 

John  Muldoon,  repairs, 

6  75 

Goodwin  and  Kendrick,  paint, 

1  00 

Preble  Brothers,  oil, 

2  15 

John  E.  Currier,  glass  setting, 

3  12 

Theo.  Grant,  labor  setting  posts,  etc., 

0 

CO 

J.  C.  Libby,  1  post  and  setting,  etc., 

I  20 

$  6S7 

86 

Appropriation, 

600  OO 

Overdrawn, 

87  86 

$  687 

86 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Paid  D.  J.  Poore,  Treasurer, 


$  450  00 


Appropriation, 


$  450  00 


v 


selectmen’s  report. 


i5 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 


SNOW  BILLS,  FEBRUARY 

B.  B.  Wood,  7 2  hours  at  .22  1-2  per  hour, 
Wood  Brothers,  140  hours  at  .40  per  hour, 
T.  Grant,  11  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

J.  Cahill,  16  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

M.  Morrison,  19  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

R.  Evans,  9  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

C.  Smith,  34  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

B.  Coombs,  15  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

].  C.  Parker,  10  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

J.  Parker,  Jr.,  15  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

N.  Golding,  15  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

T.  Goodwin,  9  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

F.  S.  Heath,  9  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

S.  Blaisdell,  6  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

T.  Collins,  20  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

J.  J.  Woodman,  9  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

W.  Emerson,  man  and  horse  5  hours  at  .30, 
J.  T.  Stearnes,  3  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

J.  H.  F  oster,  7  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

J.  Crosby,  23  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

W.  Kelley,  10  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 

E.  C.  Little,  12  hours  at  .40  per  hour, 

Alvah  Sargent, 

L.  D.  Goddard, 

L.  B.  Blaisdell, 


1896. 

$  16  20 
56  30 

2  20 

3  20 

Go 

1  So 
6  80 
3  00 

2  00 

3  00 

3  00 
1  80 
1  80 
1  20 

4  00 
1  80 

1  5° 
60 

1  40 
4  60 

2  00 
4  80 

3  47 
9  60 

9  60 


$  149  47 


BILL  OF  MARCH,  1S96. 


Frank  Bailey,  io  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  2  00 

Charles  Bailey,  9  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  1  80 

F.  H.  G.  Chase,  7  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  1  40 

L.  D.  Goddard,  11  hours  at  .40  per  hour,  4  40 

E.  C.  Little,  3  00 
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Wood  Brothers,  56  1-2  hours  at  .40  per  hour,  $  22  60 
Wood  Brothers,  man  and  horse,  1  50 

B.  B.  Wood,  63  1-2  hours  at  .22  1-2  per  hour,  13  97 

A.  Coombs,  16  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  3  20 

J.  Donahue,  20  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  4  00 

G.  F.  Kendrick,  10  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  2  00 

R.  Evans,  10  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  2  00 

John  Stearnes,  12  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  2  _|o 

Otis  Currier.  21  1-2  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  4  3a 

E.  C.  Tibbetts,  5  1-2  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  1  10 

Samuel  Blaisdell,  1-2  hour  at  .20  per  hour,  10 

Mr.  Ordway,  1-2  hour  at  .20  per  hour,  10 

R.  Blaisdell,  4  40 

J.  J.  Woodman,  10  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  2  o 

T.  Grant,  6  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  .  1  20 

Willard  Kelley,  10  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  2  00 

Will  Churchill,  2  1-2  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  50 

B.  B.  Wood,  40  hours  at  .22  1-2  per  hour,  9  00 

Wood  Brothers,  42  hours  at  .40  per  hour,  16  80 

Otis  Currier,  40  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  8  oj 

IE,  M.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.,  ashes,  3  00 

Mrs.  Hughes,  10  loads  gravel  at  .10  per  lo  id,  1  00 

Mr.  Ordway,  5  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  1  00 


$  118  77 


BILL  OF  APRIL,  1896. 


J.  L.  Blaisdell, 
'Wm.  Carter, 

N.  Jones, 

M.  Traverse, 

Frank  Bailey, 
Charles  Bailey, 

B.  B.  Wood, 
Samuel  Jameson, 
Samuel  IE  Connor 
S.  C.  Blaisdell, 


22  18 

45 

8  50 

7  9° 
7  90 
6  00 
12  00 
4  00 
4  00 
6  00 


$  78  93 


BILL  OF  MAY,  1S96. 

J.  L.  Blaisdell, 

N.  Jones,  17S  1-2  hours  at  .20  per  hour, 


$  76  87 


33  / 


o 
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M.  Traverse,  i  io  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  $  22  00 

S.  C.  Blaisdell,  108  1-2  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  21  70 

F.  Bailey,  138  1-2  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  27  70 

C.  Bailey,  87  1-2  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  17  50 

B.  B.  Wood  with  team  42  1-4  hours  at  .40  per  hour,  16  90 

H.  Evans,  145  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  29  00 

L.  B.  Blaisdell,  86  hours  at  .40  per  hour,  34  40 

G.  Mason,  107  3-4  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  21  55 

D.  Morrison,  68  1-2  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  13  70 

E.  Roberts,  48  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  9  60 

H  oraer  R.  Sargent  with  two  yokes  of  oxen,  20 

hours  at  .60  per  hour,  12  00 

G.  Appleton,  8S  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  17  60 

B.  Coombs,  50  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  10  00 

Otis  Currier,  10  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  2  00 

Eugene  Judkins,  10  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  .  2  00 

C.  Hoyt,  20  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  4  00 

George  Gunnison,  horse  3  hours  at  .10  per  hour,  30 

Demmick,  2  1-2  hours  at  .20  per  hour,  50 

E.  C.  Little,  9  hours  at  .40  pei  hour,  3  60 

Charles  Stevens,  bill,  4  50 


BILL  OF  JUNE,  1896. 

J.  L.  Blaisdell, 

N.  Jones, 

H.  Evans, 

F.  Bailey, 

L.  B.  Blaisdell,  team, 

S.  C.  Blaisdell,  team,  i  horse, 

D.  Morrison, 

E.  C.  Little, 

O.  Appleton, 

M.  T  ra verse, 

L.  Goddard, 

Charles  Stevens, 

Charles  Hughes, 

Error, 

BILL  OF  JULY,  1S96. 

J.  L.  Blaisdell, 

S.  C.  Blaisdell, 


$ 

7  \ 

95 

31 

00 

34 

70 

33 

3° 

62 

40 

43 

00 

i7 

20 

8 

00 

30 

30 

26 

00 

24 

00 

6 

00 

2 

40 

2 

00 

$ 

H 

95 

16 

95 

$  383  12 


$  395  25 
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O.  Appleton, 

12 

60 

D.  Morrison, 

8 

20 

L.  B.  Blaisdell, 

2 

00 

N.  Jones, 

30 

BILL  OF  AUGUST,  1S96. 

J.  L.  Blaisdell, 

$  66 

33 

O.  Appleton, 

21 

00 

S.  C.  Blaisdell, 

54 

45 

D.  Morrison, 

22 

00 

E.  C.  Little, 

10 

00 

C.  Little, 

5 

00 

Chas.  Stevens, 

5 

00 

L.  B.  Blaisdell, 

33 

80 

Moses  Sargent, 

6 

00 

John  Hart, 

8 

00 

F.  Bailey, 

9 

00 

W.  Veal, 

4 

00 

Theo.  Grant, 

4 

00 

J.  J.  Woodman, 

2 

00 

A.  J.  Pettingill,  stone, 

50 

Michael  Traverse, 

2 

00 

Wm.  Greeley, 

6 

20 

L.  E.  Bancroft, 

1 

80 

John  Doherty, 

2 

08 

BILL  OF  SEPTEMBER,  1896. 

John  L.  Blaisdell, 

$  62 

86 

Wm.  Greeley, 

23 

80 

John  Cahill, 

21 

80 

J.  Currier, 

21 

80 

L.  B.  Blaisdell, 

5 

60 

Z.  Y.  Baxter, 

2 

00 

L.  Stevens, 

13 

40 

J.  Barker, 

2 

10 

John  Doherty, 

1 

40 

M.  Traverse, 

2 

40 

S.  C.  Blaisdell, 

2 

10 

$  55  oo 


$  263  16 


$  159  26 
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BILL  OF  OCTOBER,  1896. 

John  L.  Blaisdell,  $  32  59 

L.  Y.  Stevens,  20  05 

L.  B.  Blaisdell,  1  20 

Michael  Traverse,  .  2  75 


BILL  OF  NOVEMBER,  1896. 

John  L.  Blaisdell,  $  iS  97 

L.  Y.  Stevens,  8  20 

G.  Gildav,  7  4° 

Wm.  Greeley,  So 

F.  Bailey,  20 

John  Cahill,  30 

Danl.  Morrison,  60 

1 - 

BILL  OF  DECEMBER,  1896  AND  JANUARY,  1 897. 

John  L.  Blaisdell,  $  54  07 

L.  Y.  Stevens,  28  10 

G.  Gilday,  10  40 

P.  J.  Neal,  1  80 

F.  J.  Wentworth,  17  90 

John  L.  Blaisdell,  40 

C.  E.  Rowell,  60 

L.  E.  Bancroft,  3  20 


$  56  59 


$  36  47 


$  116  97 


MISCELLANEOUS  BILLS  FOR  HIGHWAYS. 


David  E.  Wadleigh,  repairing  snow  plow,  $  90 

W.  W.  Lydston,  repairing  town  pump,  2  50 

John  Muldoon,  Bear  Hill  watering  trough,  2  00 

Otis  S.  Currier,  labor  on  roads,  '  17  25 

W.  W.  Lvdston,  labor  on  pump,  Bear  Hill,  75 

Katie  Haggerty,  stone  for  highway,  1  00 

David  E.  Wadleigh,  labor  on  plow,  1  50 

John  E.  Currier,  supplies,  tile,  plank,  etc.,  48  38 

John  E.  Currier,  tile  and  lumber,  61  19 

Louis  E.  Hawes,  laying  out  sidewalk,  P.  O.  block,  2  50 

Hanscomb  Brothers,  plowbeam  and  yoke,  1  80 

George  W.  Sargent,  shoveling  snow  ’95  and  ’96  14  60 
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American  Road  Machine  Co.,  repairing  road 


machine,  $  30  00 

David  E.  Wadleigh,  labor  on  scraper,  etc.,  6  35 

Andrew  Wilson,  concreting  sidewalks,  71  91 

Town  of  Amesbury,  2-5  care  of  Rocks  Bridge,  ’95  86  51 

David  E.  Wadleigh,  ironing  snow  plow,  2  00 

H.  O.  Dearbon,  repairing  brick  sidewalks,  8  00 

T.  L.  Goodwin,  gravel,  16  32 

L.  D.  Goddard,  hauling  gravel,  3  40 

Heath  Brothers,  snow  plow,  1  12 

John  E.  Currier,  lumber  and  tile,  45  50 

L.  E.  Bancroft,  shoveling  snow,  7  05 


Total, 


$  432  S3 
$  2,245  52 


Appropriation  for  Highways, 
Sidewalks, 

Due  from  John  Cleary  estate, 
Overdrawn, 


$  1,800  00 
200  00 

O-  31 
228  21 


$  2,245  52 


I 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


David  Wadleigh,  repairs,  .  $  i  80 

Atkinson  Coal  Co.,  coal  Port,  38  82 

John  Welch,  care  of  engine  house,  42  00 

L.  J.  Whittier,  treasurer  McClellan  Co.,  373  00 

Wood  Brothers,  hauling  fire  apparatus,  67  25 

Alex.  Oxley,  services  as  stoker  to  May  1,  1896,  25  00 

Albert  Parker,  chief  engineer  to  25  00 

Thomas  W.  Keongh,  services  as  steward,  80  00 

F.  B.  Clement,  assistant  engineer  and  supt.  fire 

alarm,  75  00 

John  Donahue,  labor  on  truck,  1  62 

L.  J.  O’Connor,  assistant  engineer  to  May  1,  1896,  25  00 

L.  Griffin,  electric  fire  alarm  wire,  2  80 

J.  W.  Brady,  treas.  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  44  14 

F.  E.  Walker,  assistant  engineer,  25  00 

N.  F.  Stevens,  supplies,  .  3  95 

N.  F.  Stevens,  services  as  engineer  of  steamer,  50  00 

L.  Griffin,  fire  alarm  zinc,  8  00 

F.  E.  Wiggin,  treasurer  steamer,  237  25 

Albert  Parker,  postage  and  supplies,  2  65 

C.  W.  Morrill,  disbanded  Hooks,  balance,  13  46 

Green  Davis,  paints,  32  So 

Hinds  and  Coon,  supplies,  3  25 

Green  Davis,  paints,  7  78 

People’s  Furnishing  Co.,  roll  top  desk,  19  00 

Cornelius  Callahan  Co.,  supplies,  4  50 

Merrimae  Budget,  printing,  1  75 

Bion  Green,  transportation  steamer,  18  00 

James  Cooper,  labor  and  material  on  engine  house,  19  63 

Wm.  Jones,  painting  engine  house,  50  00 

Green  Davis,  paints,  88 

C.  H.  Hughes,  repairs,  '  3  05 

Bion  Green,  freight,  75 
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Anchor  Electric  Co.,  supplies, 

L.  D.  Goddard,  hauling  fire  apparatus, 

F.  L.  Parker,  supplies, 

I.  B.  Little  Co.,  “ 

I.  H.  Pendergast,  “ 

B.  &  M.  R.  R.  freight  on  steamer  to  and  from 

Manchester, 

Wm.  M.  Chase,  supplies, 

Chas.  A.  Richardson,  fire  alarm, 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage, 

Merrimac  Budget,  printing, 

Manchester  Locomotive  works,  repairing  engine, 
Wood  Brothers,  hauling  steamer  to  depot, 

W.  H.  Blodgett  and  R.  H.  Sargent,  expenses  to 
Manchester,  two  trips, 

John  Doherty,  labor, 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  coal, 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  steamer  coal, 

R.  E.  Harmon,  supplies, 

Gleason  Bailey  Mfg.  Co.,  repairs  on  Port  engine, 
Wood  Brothers,  wood  Port, 

H.  G.  &  II.  W.  Stevens,  stove, 

David  Wadleigh,  labor  and  material, 

Frank  E.  Davis,  repairs  on  the  Gen.  McClellan, 

J.  C.  Libby,  labor  and  material  on  engine  house, 
Sargent  Coal  Co.,  coal, 

Wm.  W.  Lydston,  labor  and  material, 

F.  L.  Parker,  vitriol, 

J.  IL  Cleary,  supplies, 

C.  E.  Rowell,  “ 

John  B.  Thorn,  “ 

L.  D.  Goddard,  hauling  fire  apparatus, 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  coal  at  Port  house, 

John  E.  Currier,  sundries, 

C.  H.  Hughes,  repairs  on  Port  house, 

J.  II.  Murphy,  plating,  etc., 

Wood  Brothers,  hauling  fire  apparatus, 

Merrimac  Budget,  printing, 

I.  II.  Pendergast,  team  to  Port, 

N.  F.  Stevens,  supplies, 


$  12  74 

4  5° 

1  30 

30 

2  00 

18  00 
13  50 
1 1  25 

3  2  5 

4  00 

851  80 
3  00 

8  40 
1  40 

44  41 
69  05 

8  65 

5 8  5° 
2"  60 

25  OO 

I  25 

5  4° 

5  4° 

8  75 

9  9o 
3  00 

15  3° 
10  20 
7  00 
7  OO 

6  00 

3  °9 
1  25 

1  25 
41  OO 

2  25 

50 
2  30 
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American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  2  45 

A.  Parker,  labor  on  engine  house,  1  20 

H.  M.  &.  A.  St.  R.  R.  Co.,  Oil,  79 

Win.  C.  Russell,  expressage,  25 

-  $  2,582  31 

•  Unexpended,  17  69 


$  2,600  00 

Appropriations,  including  painting  and  repairs 

on  central  house  $  1,600  00 

Special  for  repairing  steamer,  1,000  00 

-  $  2,600  00 


MEMORIAL  DAY. 


Paid  Col.  C.  R.  Mudge  Post,  114,  G.  A.  R., 


$  75  00 


Appropriation, 


$  75  00 


/ 


N 
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MISCELLANEOUS  DEPARTMENT. 


Greenough,  Adams  &  Cushing,  order  book,  $  13  00 
Merrimac  Budget,  printing  town  reports,  etc.,  173  75 
Bailey  Sargent,  insurance  of  fire  dep’t  property,  91  25 
W.  W.  Lydston,  bill  on  town  house,  etc.,  6  91 

Atkinson  Coal  Co.,  coal  for  police  station,  5  45 

Mrs.  Alex.  Smart,  postage  stamps,  2  00 

Robert  E.  Farra,  painting  town  officers’  room,  26  00 
John  Muldoon,  labor  and  material  “  3  20 

Merrimac  Budget,  printing,  2  00 

J.  C.  Libby,  putting  up  booths  and  cleaning  room,  3  90 

Chase  Brothers,  books  for  town  treasurer,  14  00 

John  Doherty,  labor,  80 

E.  W.  Smart,  postals,  50 

Merrimac  Budget,  printing,  8  25 

Thomas  Groom  &  Co.,  tax  collector’s  book,  1  50 

W.  H.  Scott,  repairing  ballot  box,  1  00 

Merrimac  Budget,  printing  poll  tax  list,  10  00 

I.  H.  Pendeigast,  teaming,  4  00 

I.  H.  Pendergast,  teams,  7  25 

D.  J.  Poore,  book,  1  50 

J.  H.  Cleary,  curtains,  etc.,  for  town  officers’  room,  7  49 

E.  W.  Smart,  postage  stamps,  2  00 

Theo.  Grant,  cutting  grass  in  cemeteries,  '  19  00 

N.  F.  Stevens,  cleaning  town  clock,  2  50 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  coal  for  hall  and  police  station,  46  75 

Henry  Scanlon,  error  on  tax  bill,  1895,  2  00 

Greenough,  Adams  &  Cushing,  record  book,  8  75 

James  McConnell,  lunches  for  firemen  and  lockup,  8  50 

Merrimac  Budget,  printing  warrants,  bills,  etc.,  6  25 

D.  J.  Poore,  charcoal  for  town  house,  4  00 

J.  T.  Crosby,  cleaning  vaults,  1  25 

James  Whittier,  land  damage,  5  00 

Merrimac  Budget,  scarlet-fever  notices,  etc.,  5  00 

E.  W.  Smart,  postage  stamps,  2  00 
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Merrimae  Budget,  printing  election  warrants,  etc.,  24  00 
Thomas  Stoyle,  labor  on  weights  and  measures,  4  00 
Merrimae  Budget,  printing  collector’s  notices,  2  25 

J.  T.  Crosby,  cleaning  vaults,  town  house,  2  25 

W  m.  Jones,  setting  glass,  5  85 

J.  C.  Libby,  voting  booths,  1  50 

R.  S.  Bailey,  expenses  to  Salem,  (state  highway),  1  25 
R.  II.  Sargent,  expenses  to  Salem,  and  Boston,  2  75 

Wm.  B.  Chapman,  labor  and  material,  town  hall,  3  70 
E.  W.  Smart,  postage  stamps,  1  00 

Janies  McConnell,  refreshments  election  officers,  5  50 
W.  H.  Thomas,  labor  and  material,  25 

James  McConnell,  on  account  of  highway  com’rs,  15  00 
George  Brothers  &  Story,  supplies,  '  2  47 

Dr.  H.  J.  Cushing,  returning  20  births,  to  Jan.  1,  5  00 

E.  S.  Whitney,  provisions  for  firemen,  3  20 

Dr.  A.  II.  Peirce,  returning  5  births,  ’96,  1  25 

J.  II.  Cleary,  supplies  for  Sargent  hall,  18  35 

J.  II.  Cleary,  supplies  for  fire  and  police  station,  7  14 

Merrimae  Budget,  printing  wrappers  and  ads,  3  75 

Bailey  Sargent,  recording  births,  marriages  and 

deaths,  37  00 

C.  II.  Hughes,  care  of  watering  trough,  5  00 

Walter  II.  Sargent,  fire  at  cross-roads,  3  50 

I.  II.  Pendergast,  hauling  men  to  fire,  4  00 

Wood  Brothers,  hauling  apparatus  to  brush  fire,  7  50 

Nat  L.  Howe,  repairs  on  awning,  .  1  35 

John  E.  Currier,  supplies,  lumber,  etc.,  2  35 

1).  J.  Poore,  postage,  171 

American  Express-Co.,  expressage,  35 

Ernest  Scofield;  long  hill  fire,  ’94,  1  25 

Dr.  F.  E.  Sweetsir,  report  of  births,  *  6  75 

-  $  676  97 

Appropriation,  $  600  00 

Overdrawn,  76  97 


$  6)6  97 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


J.  C.  Libby,  chairman  selectmen,  $  215  00 

R.  S.  Bailey,  selectman,  125  00 

R.  H.  Sargent,  selectman,  125  00 

Bailey  Sargent,  clerk  and  registrar  ot"  voters,  80  00 

D.  J.  Poore,  treasurer,  65  00 

John  S.  Clement,  collector,  300  00 

J.  Fred  Ives,  police  officer,  chief,  $65  ’93,  $173  ’96,  238  00 
Alex.  Hanna,  “  30  00 

F.  F.  Philbrick,  registrar  of  voters,  20  00 

James  T.  Locke,  “  “  20  00 


Arthur  W.  Chase,  “  “  $18  ’95,  $20  ’96,  38  00 

2  00 
55 

50  00 
50  00 
20  00 
50  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

3  00 
3  00 

3  00 
3  00 
99  75 
iS  75 
10  00 

1  00 

2  00 

-  $  1,667  5° 

$  1,500  00 
25  00 
142  50 


Wm.  A.  Howe,  “  “  one  session, 

F.  E.  Pease,  school  committee, 

T.  H.  Hoyt, 

Bion  Green,  “ 

Milford  Edwards,  auditor, 

Dr.  H.  J.  Cushing,  inspector  of  cattle, 

John  J.  Woodman,  moderator,  March  meeting, 
Clifton  B.  Heath,  teller,  March  and  November, 
A.  Wesley  Colby,  ballot  clerk,  “ 

R.  J.  Eaton,  teller,  “ 

Horace  W.  Haskell,  ballot  clerk,  “ 

Edward  P.  Sargent,  teller,  “ 

George  B.  Patten,  teller,  “ 

Edward  S.  Ricker,  teller, 

L.  B.  Blaisdell,  teller, 

H.  W.  Hale,  teller, 

H.  K.  Emery,  teller, 

Thomas  Parkin,  janitor  town  hall, 

Thomas  Parkin,  special  police, 

C.  P.  Baker,  taking  school  census, 

J.  W.  Hughes,  fish  warden, 

L.  J.  O’Connor,  .game  warden,  ’94  to  ’96, 


Appropriation, 

Due  from  State,  account  cattle  com’r  salary, 
Overdrawn, 


$  1,667  5° 


selectmen’s  report. 
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Locust  Qrove  Cemetery. 

REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES. 

For  the  Year  Ending  March  i,  1897. 


1896. 

DR. 

Feb.  8. 

To  balance  on  hand  as  per  report, 

$  4°  5i 

Deposit  in  savings  bank, 

500  00 

Interest  “  “ 

57  52 

Cash  from  sale  of  lots, 

120  00 

1896. 

CR. 

Aug.  14. 

By  cash  paid  Little’s  Express, 

$  1  65 

Sept.  17. 

E.  C.  Little, 

10  00 

Oct.  5. 

Thomas  Trough  ton, 

10S  00 

LS- 

Theodore  Grant, 

20  00 

Dec.  24. 

For  paving  and  posts, 

4  00 

1897. 

Feb.  9. 

I.  H.  Pendergast, 

2  00 

Deposit  in  Savings  Bank, 

557  52 

Deposit  in  National  Bank, 

14  86 

$  718  03 


$  718  03 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  A.  LANCASTER, 
GEO.  G.  LARKIN, 
C.  E.  ROWELL, 


1  Trustees. 


Merrimac,  February  9,  1S97. 


selectmen’s  report. 


STATISTICS  FROM  VALUATION  BOOK. 


1895. 

1896. 

Valuation  of  Real  Estate, 

$  979>5°5  00 

$  980,883  00 

“  Personal  Property, 

301,610  00 

288,000  00 

“  Resident  Bank  Stock, 

70,490  00 

71,330  00 

“  Non-Resident  Bank  Stock, 

69,510  00 

68,670  00 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  property 

,  601 

7h3 

“  “  for  poll  tax  only,  392 

243 

“  of  Polls, 

728 

700 

“  acres  of  land, 

4^58 

4,966 

“  dwelling  houses, 

526 

528 

“  horses, 

250 

237 

“  cows, 

267 

210 

“  sheep, 

4 

0 

“  swine, 

68 

54 

“  neat  cattle  other  than  cows, 

7 

46 

“  and  value  of  fowls  assessed, 

905 

704 

Total  tax  assessed, 

$  23,925  46 

$  22,873  76 

Rate  of  taxation  per  $1,000, 

16  60 

17  00 

County  tax, 

1,270  12 

1,159  48 

State  tax, 

810  00 

945  00 

Public  property  remains  about  the  same  as  scheduled  in 
1S95,  only  continually  depreciating  in  value  as  it  grows  older. 


selectmen’s  report. 
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State  and  Hilitary  Aid. 


STATE  AID. 

For  twelve  months,  ending  February  i,  1897. 


George  F.  Bailey, 
John  Doherty, 
Margaret  Handley, 
Mary  A.  H  ughes, 

j  o 

John  Jenkins, 
Rebecca  Ken  nett, 
Stephen  D.  Kennett, 
Lydia  A.  Kennett, 
William  F.  Martins, 
Adeline  Noyes, 

Ellen  Roe, 

Bryant  Shays, 

Plnma  A.  Shays, 
Marv  Whalan, 


$36  00 

36  00 

48  00 

48  00 

60  00 

48  00 

4S  00 

48  00 

60  00 
• 

24  00 
36  00 
48  00 
36  00 
48  00 

-  $  624  00 


MILITARY  AID. 


J 


Daniel  W.  Carrier, 
Lyman  S.  Sargent, 


$  84  00 
144  00 


$228  00 


3° 


selectmen’s  retort. 


Sargent  Hall. 

Merrimac,  Mass.,  January  15,  1897. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  : 

Gentlemen — The  report  of  Sargent  Hall  is  as  follows; 
From  January  i=j,  1896,  to  January  i^,  1897,  the  Hall  has 

been  been  opened  thirty-five  (3^)  times. 

Town  Meetings,  4 

Caucuses,  5 

Dances,  6 

Entertainments,  14 

Temperance  Meetings,  2 

Schools,  2 

Conventions,  2 

Received  for  rent  of  hall,  $  119  00 

Paid  Town  Treasurer,  119  00 

THOMAS  PARKIN,  Janitor. 


Police  Report. 


Merrimac,  Mass.,  February  1,  1897. 

Arrests  by  Police  for  year  ending  February  1,  1897,  15 

Drunkeness,  4 

Disturbance  of  Peace,  '4 

Assualt,  1 

Insane  Persons,  3 

Neglected  Children,  3 

Number  of  Lodgers,  25 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  FRED  IVES,  Chief  of  Police, 


selectmen’s  report. 
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Jury  List. 


List  of  names  to  be  voted  on  for  Jurors  at  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting,  to  be  held  Monday,  March  i,  1897. 


NAME. 

Lewis  D.  Adams, 

Frank  Anderson, 

James  W.  Bailey, 
Richard  S.  Bailey, 
Joseph  W.  Bartlett, 
William  Benson, 

John  L.  Blaisdell, 
Lorenzo  B.  Blaisdell, 
George  Brown, 

Joseph  W.  Colby, 
George  W.  Currier, 
Fred  H.  G.  Chase, 
Heniy  P.  Davis, 
William  H.  Emerson, 
Horace  K.  Emery, 
Andrew  J.  Fullington, 
Melville  S.  Gibbs, 

T.  Livingston  Goodwin, 
George  A.  Grant, 

D.  Warren  Gould, 


RESIDENCE. 

Pleasant  st . , 
Summer  st., 
Merrimac  st., 
Merrimac  st, 


OCCUPATION. 

Carriage  M’f’g. 
Carriage  Blacksmith. 
Carriage  Painter. 
Carriage  Trimmer. 
B  * rtlett  st.,  Carriage  Woodworker. 
School  St.,  Carriage  Wheelwright. 
Merrimac  st.,  Stone  Mason. 

Merrimac  st.,  Farmer. 

Main  st.,  Carriage  Painter. 

Church  st.,  Farmer. 

Main  St.,  Carriage  Woodworker. 
Merrimac  st.,  Carpenter. 

Church  st.,  Carriage  Blacksmith. 
Bear  Hill  st.  Farmer  and  Jobber. 
Grove  st..  Carriage  Woodworker. 
Nichols  st.,  Carriage  Trimmer. 
Locust  sC,  Contractor. 

Church  st.  Trader. 

Merrimac  st.,  Carriage  Body  maker. 
Main  st.,  Harness  Maker. 


n  o 
O  w 


SELECT  M  ENS  REPOR'l 


Frank  E.  Hale, 

Main  st., 

Body  Maker. 

Frank  E.  Harrington, 

Maple  st., 

Carriage  Trimmer. 

John  H.  Hartt, 

Main  st., 

Farmer. 

Lawson  W.  Howe, 

Forest  st., 

Wheelwright. 

Charles  Emery  Hoyt, 

Birchmeadow, 

Fai  mer. 

Charles  H.  Hughes, 

Merrimac  st.,  Carriage  Body  maker. 

Everett  L.  Jewell, 

Forest  st., 

Carriage  Bod\  maker. 

Heraan  VV.  Kelley, 

Woodland  st., 

Car  riage  Body  maker. 

Willard  13.  Kelley, 

Birchmeadow, 

Farmer. 

James  M.  Knight, 

Main  st., 

Insurance  Agent. 

Albert  A.  Lewis, 

Fine  st., 

Shoe  Maker. 

Charles  E.  Little, 

Main  st., 

Retired  Liveryman. 

Edward  C.  Little, 

Main  st. 

Farmer. 

James  T.  Locke, 

Pleasant  st., 

Wheelwright. 

Joseph  W.  Nichols, 

Forest  st., 

Carriage  Bod  y  maker. 

Charles  E.  Redman, 

Main  st., 

Farmer. 

George  E.  Ricker, 

Main  st., 

Carriage  Trimmer. 

Arthur  C.  Sargent, 

Main  st., 

Carriage  Trimmer. 

Walter  H.  Sargent, 

Bear  Hill, 

Farmer. 

T.  Monroe  Sargent, 

Birchmeadow, 

Shoe  Maker. 

Richard  R.  Sonenson, 

Main  st., 

Clerk . 

Thomas  Stoyle, 

School  st., 

Carriage  Trimmer. 

William  FI.  Thomas, 

Main  st., 

House  Painter. 

Cryus  D.  Trull, 

Hadley, 

Farmer. 

John  J.  Woodman, 

Main  st., 

Farmer. 

selectmen’s  report. 
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NOTE  AND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 


Balance  of  Note  First  National  Bank,  Merrimac 
Dec.  26,  1895,  $ 

Paid  State  Treasurer, 

Note  of  March  13,  1S96, 

Paid  State  Treasurer, 

Note  of  April  21, 

Paid  State  Treasurer, 

Note  of  June  10,  1896, 

“  Jan.  2,  1897, 

Partial  Payment  on  Note  of 

Oct.  28,  1896,  to  Merrimac  Savings 
Bank, 


2,000  00 

2,000  00 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 
1,000  00 

500  00 


$  1 1 ,500  00 


Interest  paid, 


Note  of 

Dec.  26,  1895,  $ 

26  67 

4  4 

March,  13,  1896, 

30  00 

4  4 

April  21,  1896, 

37  50 

4  4 

June  10,  1896, 

24  60 

4  C 

Jan.  2,  1897, 

5  55 

4  4 

Dec.  26,  1895  and  March  13, 
1896,  to  April  1,  1896, 

CO 

M 

O 

'rtm 

$  164  60 


I 


I 
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SELECTMENS  REPORT. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


ASSETS. 

Due  from  State  Aid,  $  802  00 

State,  Cities  and  Towns,  on  account 

of  poor,  330  04 

1-2  Cattle  Commissioners  Salary,  25  00 

John  Cleary  estate,  sidewalk,  17  31 

Uncollected  taxes,  W.  C.  Russell,  1,541 

“  J.  S.  Clement,  1,646  99 

Cash  on  hand,  530  12 


LIABILITIES. 

Balance  of  Note  of  Oct.  28,  1896, 

Accrued  interest, 

Outstanding  orders, 

Outstanding  bills  estimated, 


$  2,000  00 
32  28 
5i  67 
290  00 


Surplus, 

Gain  of  assets  the  past  year  after  abating 
$203.81,  old  taxes, 


$  ^,892  64 


$  2,373  95 
$  2,518  69 

$  78  96 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  C.  LIBBY, 

R.  S.  BAILEY, 

R.  H.  SARGENT, 


Selectmen 

of 

Merrimac. 
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29  43  1$  22,045  5°  $  i69  94  1$  1**59  5 


Treasurer’s  Report 


D.  J.  Poore,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Town  of 

Merrimac, 


1896.  DR. 


March 

2 . 

To  balance, 

$  775 

65 

10. 

“  E.  M.  Swett, 

42 

7i 

18. 

“  Loan,  Merrimac  Savings  Bank, 

2,000 

00 

April 

23- 

i  1  a 

3,  ooo 

00 

June 

5- 

“  First  National  Bank,  rent, 

68 

75 

8. 

“  E.  M.  Swett, 

42 

25 

12. 

“  Loan,  State  Treasurer, 

04 

0 

8 

00 

Jul  y 

23- 

“  E.  M.  Swett, 

8 

00 

00 

Oct. 

2 . 

“  C.  L.  Ayer,  court  fees, 

5 

00 

9* 

“  Geo.  W.  Cate,  court  fees, 

10 

60 

20. 

“  Bailey  Sargent,  insurance, 

5 

00 

21. 

“  First  National  Bank,  rent, 

68 

75 

27. 

“  Bailey  Sargent,  insurance, 

5 

00 

28. 

“  Loan,  Merrimac  Savings  Bank, 

2,500 

00 

31* 

“  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

12 

00 

Nov. 

x7- 

“  Geo.  W.  Cate,  court  fees, 

1 

00 

Dec. 

10. 

“  School  Committee, 

7 

00 

14. 

“  Town  of  Bradford,  school  dept., 

5  00 

00 

22. 

1897. 

“  First  National  Bank,  rent, 

68 

75 

Jan. 

5- 

“  Loan,  First  National  Bank, 

1 ,000 

00 

6. 

“  Geo.  W.  Cate,  court  fees, 

4 

64 

25- 

“  School  Committee, 

6 

>0 

CO 

26. 

“  School  Committee, 

5 

47 

27. 

“  Massachusetts  School  Fund, 

262 

53 

27- 

“  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax, 

150 

79 

Feb’v 

r 

1 . 

“  M.  E.  Greeley, 

50 

00 

treasurer’s  report. 
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To  City  of  Haverhill  acct.,  •$  40  90 

“  First  National  Bank,  rent,  •  .  68  75 

“  Thomas  Parkin,  acct.  Sarg’t  hall,  119  00 
“  State  Treasurer,  Corporation  Tax,  318  11 
“  “  National  Bank  Tax,  279  86 

“  “  State  and  Military  Aid,  773  50 

“  W.  C.  Russell,  taxes,*  1,033  54 

“  John  S.  Clement,  taxes,  21,254  14 

- 1 -  $  37HS9  47 


CR. 


Bv  paid  County  Tax, 

$  i*i59  43 

Treas.  Com’th,  bank  and  corp. 

taxes,  107  49 

T.  Parkin,  court  fees, 

7  01 

J.  F.  Ives,  court  fees, 

13  00 

State  Tax, 

945  00 

National  Bank  Tax, 

1,178  46 

State  Aid, 

624  00 

Military  Aid, 

228  00 

Selectmen’s  orders, 

32,69 6  96 

Cash  on  hand, 

53°  12 

$  37*489  47 


Feb’y  3. 
13- 


Re  spectf  ully  submitted, 


Merrimac,  February  16,  1897. 


D.  J.  POORE,  Treasurer. 


*  This  amount  exceeds  the  Collector’s  account  $20.62,  that  being  the 
amount  paid  the  Treasurer  after  the  Collector’s  report  was  printed. 


Auditor’s  Report. 


I  have  reviewed  the  accounts  oh  the  Collector,  Selectmen 
and  Treasurer  for  the  year  ending  February  i,  1897,  an<^  find 
vouchers  for  all  orders  drawn  by  the  Selectmen  and  all  pay¬ 
ments  made  by  the  Treasurer. 

Total  amount  of  orders  drawn  by  Selectmen,  $  32,715  22 
The  Treasurer  has  paid 

Orders  of  last  year,  33  4 1 


this  44 


3 2 7 1 5  22 


Less  orders  not  in 


No.  174, 

“  233> 

4 4 


44  269, 

“  34°> 


4  5° 
36  47 


6  00 

4  7°  5 1  67  32*663  55 


Total  of  orders  paid  by  Treasurer, 


$  32,696  96 


C.  A.  MORRILL,  Auditor. 


Merrimac,  Feb.  18,  1897. 


Collector’s  Account  for  1896. 


JOHN  S.  CLEMENT,  Collector. 


John  S.  Clement,  Collector,  in  account  with  the  Town  of 

Merrimac. 

DR. 

t 

To  Tax  List  and  additions  of  1896,  $  24  023  06 


CR. 


By  Cash  paid  Treasurer, 

$  21,254 

H 

Discounts, 

833 

i5 

Abatements, 

2S8 

78 

Uncollected  taxes, 

1,646 

99 

$24,023  06 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  S.  CLEMENT,  Collector. 


Merrimac,  Feb.  15,  1897. 


DELINQUENT  TAX-PAYERS. 

List  of  Taxes  Remaining  Unpaid  Feb  15,  1897. 

JOHN  S.  CLEMENT,  Collector. 


1S96. 

Adams,  Edward  $2  00 

Alford,  Frank  H.  G.  2  00 

Allison,  Willard  2  00 

Addison,  George  A.  2  00 

Arcand,  George  2  00 

Appleton,  O.  E.  2  00 

Bailey,  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  3  40 

Bailey,  Frank  W.  7  53 

Brady,  Mrs.  Patrick  25  50 

Bartlett,  Frank  E.  21  72 

Bartlett,  Eugene  R.  2  00 

Blotner,  Moses  12  20 

Battis,  Wm.  4  55 

Battis,  Benj.  H.  16  03 

Battis,  Geo.  H.  2  00 

Bancroft,  Leman  E.  33  62 

Beran,  Roger  2  00 

Burns,  Michael  2  00 

Blackburn,  Joseph  36  00 

Barker,  John  2  00 

Colby,  Joseph  W.,  bal.  14  00 

Blodgett,  Mrs.  Lucy,  bal  27  45 

Bunker,  Daniel  24  95 

Currier,  John  W.  2  00 

Currier,  Wm.  A.  2  43 

Currier,  Otis  S.  jr.  2  00 

Chase,  Wesley,  2  00 

Chase,  Fred  H.  G.  2  00 

Coombs,  Wallace  A.  iS  15 

Conner,  Timothy  18  24 

Conner,  Sam  H.  19  00 

Crowley,  Mrs.  R.  estate  5  10 

Chaff,  John  16  45 

Chaff,  Wm.  J.  2  00 

Connell,  Mrs.  T.  J.  35  70 

Chaplin,  Chas.  L.  10  16 

Carter,  Alex  B.  2  00 

Crouse,  James  C  19.  85 

Crockett,  Levi  C.  2  00 

Coleman,  Chas.  E.  2  85 

Coleman,  Mrs.  C.  E.  21  25 


Chapman,  Edward 

2 

00 

Carpenter,  Wm.  J. 

2 

00 

Davis,  Ira  C. 

36 

17 

Donahue,  John 

2 

00 

Doyle,  James 

18 

15 

Elliot,  E.  and  L.  J.  bal 

15 

5° 

Evans,  John  M. 

2 

00 

Evans,  Horatio  E. 

2 

00 

Eaton,  J.  F.  heirs 

13 

18 

Edmunds,  John 

2 

00 

Farrington,  O.  C.  heirs 

30 

00 

Farra,  Robert 

9 

2  3 

Foster,  James  H. 

18 

15 

Fitzgerald,  Wm.  P. 

2 

00 

Frechett,  John  B. 

2 

00 

Foss,  Leslie  D. 

H 

39 

Foster,  Howe  &  Cleary, 

20 

40 

Gunnison,  George  G. 

14 

85 

Greeley,  Wm. 

16 

63 

Greeley,  Peter 

15 

60 

Greeley,  Nellie  M. 

85 

Gale,  Joseph  W. 

3 

70 

Gilday,  Gilman  S.  H. 

2 

00 

Gusha,  Frank 

:> 

00 

Ilovt,  Job  heirs,  bal 

12 

75 

Holbrook,  Fred  G. 

2 

00 

Harriman,  Chas.  F. 

2 

00 

Head,  Natt 

2 

00 

Jewett,  Mrs.  Leonard  W. 

17 

00 

Jenkins,  John 

8 

80 

Loud,  Fred  A. 

34 

30 

Loud  &  Batchelder, 

51 

00 

LeDuc,  Octave 

-> 

00 

Legendre,  Ovid 

2 

00 

Libbv,  George  E. 

2 

00 

Little,  Fred  G. 

00 

Morse,  Mary  A.  bal 

18 

00 

Morse,  Walter  II . 

00 

Morse,  Edward  W.  bal 

1 1 

95 

Mason,  Geo.  F. 

00 

Means,  Daniel  M. 

41 

95 

Merriam,  Chas.  H. 

17 

3° 

DELINQUENT 


Mooney,  Robert  2  00 

Mahoney,  Jere  2  00 

McLeod,  John  IT.  2  00 

Nichols,  Herbert  H.  2  00 

Noyes,  Chas.  H.  A.  2  no 

Newton,  F.  W.  5  bo 

Newton,  Chas.  2  00 

O’Connor,  Lawrence  J.  18  15 

Patten,  Jonathan  5  40 

Porter,  Joseph  W.  34  30 

Parker,  Fred  E.  2  00 

Parker,  John  C.  2  00 

Pettigrew,  F.  O.  Heirs,  11  90 

Pettingill,  Alpheus  I.  bal.  37  06 

Parker,  Frank,  2  00 

Riley,  Michael  Heirs,  32  30 

Ruel,  Lawrence,  2  00 

Reed,  John,  2  00 

Shay,  William  E.  7  95 

Sheridan,  Margaiet,  6  80 

Stickney,  Mrs.  H.  heirs,  14  73 

Scanlon,  James  F.  2  00 

Scofield,  Herman  B.  2  00 

Spoftord,  Nathan  J.  38  98 

Simmons,  Charles  II.  2  00 

Smith,  J.  Fred,  3  28 

Sullivan,  Daniel  F.  34  30 

Stoyle,  Thomas  21  55 

Sargent,  John  P.  heirs,  45  22 

Sargent,  Clara  J.  5  60 
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41 

Tuckwell,  Charles  H. 

23 

68 

Thompson,  Willard  F. 

2 

00 

Traverse,  Michael 

17 

30 

Twoinblay,  Edward 

*9 

00 

Taylor,  Ben.  H. 

4 

15 

Wallace,  Charles  A.  bal. 

H 

18 

Williams,  Walter  S. 

2  5 

80 

Williams,  Isaac  A. 

21 

T3 

Wadleigh,  David  E. 

l7 

30 

Wallace,  James  L. 

2 

00 

Woodman,  Albert  S. 

2 

00 

Webster,  Albert  M. 

12 

20 

Webster,  Bert  W. 

2 

00 

Wentworth,  Mrs.  John 

22 

95 

Washburn,  Arthur 

2 

00 

Peaslee,  Richard 

H 

45 

Bucklin,  John  C. 

43 

Bucklin,  Sarah  N. 

7 

2  3 

Day,  Joseph,  heirs, 

1 

70 

Kimball,  S.  T. 

85 

Connor,  John 

2 

13 

Bagley,  Thomas 

85 

Parsons,  P.  H. 

4 

2  5 

Sargent,  O.  Everett,  bal 

6 

00 

Cooper,  George 

85 

Nichols,  John  B. 

26 

35 

Ford,  Ella  W. 

5 

10 

Burke,  Alphonse,  bal. 

22 

30 

Prescott,  George  S.  bal. 

51 

13 

Oakes,  Henry 

51 

94 

Collector’s  Account  for  1892=’95. 


W.  C.  RUSSELL,  Collector. 


W.  C.  Russell,  Collector,  in  account  with  the  Town  of 

Merrimac. 

DR. 

Uncollected  taxes  March  i,  1896,  $  2,778  53 

CR, 

* 

Abatements,  $  203  81 

Cash  paid  D.  J.  Poore,  Tr  easurer,  1,012  92 
Balance  Uncollected,  1,561  80 

- 77s  53 


Respectfully  sub  mi  ted, 

VV.  C.  RUSSELL,  Collector. 


Merrimac,  Feb.,  15,  1897. 


DELINQUENT  TAX-PAYERS. 

List  of  Taxes  Remaining  Unpaid  Feb.  15,  1897. 

W.  C.  RUSSELL,  Collector. 


1892. 


Battis,  James  W. 

2 

00 

Battis,  Geo.  H. 

2 

00 

Battis,  Elmer  E. 

3 

20 

Currier,  Wm.  A. 

2 

40 

Parker,  John  C. 

2 

00 

Sargent,  Geo  H. 

2 

00 

Tenney,  Jno.  E. 

5 

20 

Kimball,  Stephen  T. 

80 

Bagiev,  Thos. 

80 

Connell,  T.  J. 

3 

40 

00 

OJ 

* 

Battis,  Benj.  H. 

13 

08 

Battis,  Geo.  H. 

2 

00 

Berra n  Roger, 

2 

00 

Currier,  Jane  A.  heirs, 

1 

90 

Connell,  T.  J. 

45 

70 

Chaplin,  Chas.  L. 

10 

•55 

Doyle,  Michael  II. 

1 

00 

Greeley,  Peter, 

7 

20 

Gassett,  Charles  W. 

19 

10 

Hagg,  Anton 

O 

00 

Jenkins,  John 

2 

48 

Mooney,  Robert 

9 

00 

McHugh,  Wm. 

2 

00 

Richardson,  Henry  C. 

2 

00 

Sargent,  George  H. 

2 

00 

Stetson,  H.  A. 

2 

00 

Scanlon,  John  N. 

2 

00 

Rogers,  Wm.  II. 

2 

00 

Currier,  Thos.  A. 

I 

90 

Peaslee,  John  S. 

3 

33 

Kimball,  Stephen  T. 

95 

Bagiev,  Thos. 

95 

Cooper,  George  E. 

95 

1894. 

A  very,  Alden  A. 

5 

07 

Addison,  Joseph 

35 

20 

Bailey,  James  W. 

2 

00 

Bancroft,  Leman  E. 

35 

78 

Battis,  Beni.  II. 

17 

58 

Battis,  Geo.  II. 

2 

00 

Battis,  Joseph  W. 

2 

00 

Burns,  Michael  H. 

2 

00 

Barker,  John  E. 

2 

00 

Currier,  Jane  heirs, 

I 

75 

Currier,  Wm.  A. 

2 

44 

Connell,  T.  J. 

41 

38 

Chaplin,  Ciias.  L. 

9 

97 

Colby,  Chas. 

2 

00 

Colhv,  Warren  H. 

2 

00 

Crockett,  Levi 

2 

00 

Currier,  Oliver 

2 

00 

Davis,  Ira  C. 

37 

09 

Davis,  Wm.  B. 

2 

00 

Doucet,  F.  A. 

2 

00 

Doyle,  Michael  H. 

2 

00 

Doyle,  James  jr. 

2 

00 

Doonan,  Jno. 

2 

00 

Day,  Earnest  C. 

2 

00 

Evans,  J110. 

2 

00 

Frechett,  Jno.  B. 

2 

00 

Foster,  Thos.  C. 

2 

00 

Gray,  Herbert  S. 

2 

00 

Gassett,  Chas,  W. 

17 

75 

Goodwin,  Fred  B. 

2 

00 

Greeley,  Peter 

16 

00 

Hoyt,  J.  heirs, 

23 

63 

Hoyt,  J.  B.  heirs, 

7 

00 

Hagg,  Anton, 

2 

00 

Handley,  J.  E. 

2 

00 

Hartt,  j.  J. 

2 

00 

Jenkins,  John 

9 

44 

Lvons,  Wm.  M. 

8 

57 

Lea,  Fred 

2 

00 

Lyons,  Wm.  M. 

2 

00 

Murphy,  James  W. 

2 

00 

Morrill,  E.  B. 

2 

00 

Meehan,  Dennis 

2 

00 

McHugh.  Wm. 

2 

00 

Nichols,  II.  II. 

2 

00 

Kevins,  J.  P. 

2 

00 

Noon,  Mich,  heirs, 

29 

32 

44 
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Olson,  Lewis, 

2 

00 

Chase,  Wesley 

Q 

00 

O’Leary,  Jno. 

"> 

00 

Coombs,  Wallace  A. 

17 

77 

Parker,  John  C. 

2 

00 

Connor,  Katherine 

83 

Paradis,  Chas. 

2 

00 

Connor,  Timothy  E. 

17 

86 

Pettigrew,  F.  O.  heirs, 

12 

25 

Connell,  T.  J. 

3 

25 

Riley,  Michael, 

2 

00 

Connell,  Mrs.  T.  J. 

34 

86 

Richardson,  Henry  C. 

2 

00 

Chaplin,  Chas.  L. 

9  89 

Sargent,  Geo.  IL 

2 

00 

Carter,  Chas.  N. 

2 

00 

Shays,  Wm.  E. 

2 

00 

Carroll,  Arthur  C. 

•> 

00 

Sheridan,  Thos.  W. 

2 

00 

Carr,  Robert 

16 

94 

Sheridan,  James 

5° 

Crouse,  James  C. 

19  43 

Scanlon,  James  F. 

2 

00 

Callum,  A.  J. 

•2 

00 

Schofield,  Herman  B. 

2 

00 

Clark,  Wm. 

2 

00 

Stetson,  H.  A. 

2 

00 

Clark,  Chas. 

2 

00 

Simmons,  Chas.  H. 

2 

44 

Crockett,  Levi, 

2 

00 

Scanlon,  John  N. 

2 

00 

Davis,  Ira  C. 

35 

37 

Thompson,  Willard  H. 

2 

00 

Davis,  Wm.  B. 

2 

00 

Cherry,  Jas.  F. 

10 

50 

Doucett,  F.  A. 

2 

00 

Wallace  James  L. 

2 

00 

Donahue,  John  E. 

2 

00 

Orpheon  Club, 

88 

Daley,  Timothy  F. 

2 

00 

Currier,  Thos.  A. 

1 

75 

Elliott,  Elmira  and  Laura 

I  I 

62 

Peaslee,  John  S. 

3 

07 

Elliott,  Phineas  heirs 

3 

32 

Favor,  Mrs.  Nancy 

7 

88 

Evans,  John  M. 

2 

00 

Day,  Joseph  heirs 

1 

75 

Emerson,  Wm.  II. 

5 

74 

Kimball,  Stephen  T. 

88 

Farrington,  O.  C.  heirs 

29 

30 

Connor,  John 

5 

69 

Foster,  John  H. 

17 

77 

Bagley,  Thos. 

88 

Foster,  Thos.  C. 

2 

00 

O’Neil,  Jno. 

2 

63 

Fitzgerald,  John 

2 

00 

Nichols,  Jno.  A.  heirs 

0 

19 

Frechett,  Jno.  B. 

0 

00 

Cooper,  George 

88 

Goodwin,  Hayden  T. 

2 

00 

Noon,  Mathew, 

2 

63 

Goodwin,  Fred  B. 

2 

00 

Ford,  Ella  W. 

5 

2  5 

Gunnison,  Geo.  G. 

24 

41 

1895. 

Abbott,  Daniel  G. 

2 

83 

Gassett,  Chas.  W. 
Greeley,  Martin 

Greeley,  Michael 

16 

2 

31 

94 

00 

90 

Addlington,  Robert, 

2 

00 

Hoyt,  J.  heirs 

12 

41 

Blodgett  Lucy  M. 

40 

45 

Hoyt,  Mrs.  Carrie  J. 

H 

1 1 

Bailey  Franklin  P. 

7 

4° 

Handley,  Geo.  W. 

2 

00 

Barlow,  Joseph 

2 

00 

Jenkins,  John 

8  64 

Bullard,  A.  C. 

3 

16 

Lovell,  A.  J. 

2 

00 

Battis,  Wm. 

2 

00 

Loud,  Otis  S. 

3 

66 

Battis,  Benj.  H. 

15 

69 

Lofqvist,  Frank 

2 

00 

Battis,  Geo.  H. 

0 

00 

Murphy,  Chas.  B. 

2 

00 

Bancroft,  Leman  E. 

33 

°4 

Mooney,  Robert 

00 

Burns,  Michael  P. 

2 

00 

Morrill,  Chas.  B. 

2 

83 

Baker,  Chas.  P. 

2 

00 

Mahonev,  Jeremiah 

2 

00 

Betts,  Frank  W. 

3 

25 

McHugh,  Wm. 

2 

00 

Blanch,  Chas.  D. 

2 

00 

Nichols,  II.  II. 

2 

00 

Blackburn,  J. 

35 

20 

Noon,  Michael 

27 

81 

Currier,  Wm.  A. 

2 

42 

Newton,  F.  Way  land 

q  q8 

Colby,  Mrs.  Brazillia 

3 

98 

Newton,  Charles 

2 

00 
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Olson,  Lewis 

2 

00 

Sargent,  Robert  P. 

2 

00 

O’Leary,  Jno. 

2 

00 

Thompson,  Willard  D. 

2 

00 

Parker,  John  C. 

2 

00 

Wallace,  Chas.  A. 

31 

22 

Prescott,  Geo.  S. 

15 

28 

Williams,  Walter  S. 

25 

24 

Pettigrew,  F.  O.  heirs, 

1 1 

62 

Williams,  Isaac  W. 

15 

68 

Pickard,  Thurston 

2 

17 

Wallace.  James  L. 

2 

00 

Parsons,  Andrew 

2 

00 

Wigg  i  n ,  A  n  d  re  w  J . 

2 

00 

Reiley,  Michael 

2 

00 

Webster,  A.  M. 

1 1 

96 

Ruel,  Lawrence 

2 

00 

Webster,  Bert  W. 

2 

00 

Richardson,  Ilenry  C. 

2 

00 

Orpheon  Club 

33 

Richardson,  Chas.  A. 

2 

00 

Currier,  Thos.  A. 

1 

66 

Ramsdell,  Chas.  F. 

2 

33 

Peaslee,  John  S. 

2 

9i 

Redman,  Clarence 

2 

83 

Day,  Joseph  heirs 

1 

66 

Redman,  Charles  E. 

3 

25 

Bucklin,  Sarah  N. 

7 

06 

Sargent,  George  H. 

2 

00 

Kimball,  Stephen  T. 

83 

Shay,  Wm.  E. 

2 

83 

Connor,  John 

5 

40 

Sheridan,  James 

2 

00 

Parsons,  P.  II. 

4 

15 

Sheridan,  Margaret 

6  64 

O’Neil.  John 

2 

49 

Scanlon,  James  F. 

2 

00 

Lane,  Mary  Ann 

7 

06 

Scanlon,  John 

2 

00 

Cooper,  George, 

83 

Scofield,  Herman  B. 

2 

00 

Noon,  Mathew 

2 

49 

Spotford,  N.  J. 

27 

47 

Ford,  Ella  W. 

4  98 

Simmons,  Chas.  H. 

■  2 

41 

Tenney, John  E. 

3 

32 

Scanlon,  John  N. 

2 

00 

Cherry,  Joseph 

8 

3° 

Sargent,  J.  P.  heirs 

5°  63 

Traverse,  Chas.  B. 

2 

00 

Sargent,  Wm.  A. 

2 

00 

Bailey,  James  W. 

2 

00 

Scanlon,  Wm.  H. 

2 

00 

Bagiev,  Thos. 

83 

Town  Clerk’s  Report 


BIRTHS. 

Number  of  births  returned,  54 

Males,  -  •  26 

Females,  28 

Fathers,  native  born,  30 

Mothers,  “  32 

Father  and  mother  both  native  born  26 

“  “  foreign  18 


MARRIAGES. 

Number  of  marriages  recorded,  15 

First  marriage  of  groom,  12 

“  “  bride,  12 

Second  marriage  of  groom, 

u  “  bride,  3 

Grooms  native  born  13 

Brides  “  13 

Average  age  of  groom,  30  years,  2  months,  12  days. 
“  “  bride,  26  years,  3  months,  6  days. 


tOWN  clerk’s  REPORT.  47 

DEATHS. 

i 

Number  of  deaths  recorded,  37 

Males,  13 

Females,  '  24 

Average  age,  4^  years,  1  month,  11  days. 

Oldest  person,  89  years,  9  months,  8  days. 

Under  5  years,  8 

Males,  native  born.  13 

Females,  19 

Of  native  parentage,  25 

foreign  “  7 

mixed  u  5 


DOGS. 

Number  of  dogs  licensed,  94 

Males,  91  |  Females,  3 


BAILEY  SARGENT,  Town  Clerk. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers. 


MERRIMAC  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


.  ( 

I 

Meiirimac,  Mass.,  Feb.  ist,  1897. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen — Gentlemen  : 

In  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  we 
submit  our  report  for  the  year  ending  February  ist,  1S97, 
with  a  detailed  statement  of  tires  and  alarms  that  have  been 
responded  to,  together  with  the  cause  of  each  fire,  as  far  as 
the  same  has  been  ascertained,  with  the  amount  of  insurance 
carried  upon  the  property  endangered  and  the  amount  of  loss. 

This  report  will  also  contain  a  list  of  the  working  force 
of  the  department,  the  apparatus  in  use,  and  other  property 
belonging  to  the  department. 

BUILDINGS. 

The  “central  station”  is  owned  by  the  town,  is  in  good 
repair  and  seems  to  fill  all  requirements  for  the  present  for 
this  end  of  the  town.  The  engine  house  at  Merrimacport 
seems  to  be  owned  by  private  parties,  the  town  does  not 
seem  to  have  any  claim  upon  it,  and  to  all  appearances,  are 
simply  tenants,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  owners.  The  board 
recommend  that  some  arrangement  be  made  whereby  the 
town  may  have  control  of  the  building. 
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RESERVOIRS. 

There  are  eight  large  brick  reservoirs  in  good  condition, 
and  tilled  with  water  ready  for  use,  situated  as  follows  :  One 
in  front  of  central  fire  station,  one  near  house  of  E.  B.  Sar¬ 
gent,  Green  street,  one  at  Lancaster’s  corner,  Main  street, 
one  near  house  of  Walter  Morse,  Main  street,  one  near  house 
of  R.  H.  Sargent,  Main  street,  one  near  house  of  Mrs.  Moses 
Sargent  at  Lower  Corner,  one  near  house  of  Rufus  Nichols, 
Church  street,  one  at  Merrimacport,  near  house  of  late  Hen¬ 
ry  Haskell.  There  are,  also,  three  plank  ones.  One  near 
Samuel  Goodwin’s,  Locust  street,  one-  near  C.  H.  Nichols’ 
estate,  Church  street,  one  on  Prospect  street,  near  Summer. 
There  is,  also,  a  brick  reservoir  on  Woodland  street,  near 
house  of  George  Smith,  built  some  three  years  ago  at  a  cost 
of  about  $500  which,  so  far,  seems  to  be  of  no  earthly  use. 
It  will  not  hold  water,  and.  never  has  since  it  was  built. 
This  location  covers  a  large  amount  of  property  which  has 
no  other  protection  from  fire.  It  should  be  made  available 
at  once,  or  else  taken  up,  and  a  new  one  built  where  it  will 
do  some  good.  We  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be 
made  for  that  purpose. 

There  is,  also,  a  large  amount  of  property  in  the  South¬ 
ern  part  of  the  village  which  has  no  water  for  fire  purposes. 
There  should  be  a  new  reservoir  built  near  the  new  school 
house,  on  Middle  street,  to  cover  the  property  lying  in  that 

vicinity. 

APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  consists  of  one  steam  fire  engine,  one 
hand  engine,  one  hose  wagon,  one  hose  reel,  one  hook  and 
ladder  truck,  five  fire  extinguishers,  together  with  the  ladders, 
axes,  bars,  life  net,  life  line,  gun,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  same, 
all  of  which  are  in  first-class  condition  and  ready  for  use  at 
any  moment. 


engineers’  report. 


5° 

HOSE. 

There  is,  in  the  department,  twelve  years  old,  in  fairly 
good  condition,  nineteen  hundred  feet  of  cotton  hose.  There 
is  also  about  twelve  hundred  feet  of  old  leather  hose,  which  is 
of  little  use  to  the  department,  as  it  bursts  under  slight  pres¬ 
sure,  and  causes  serious  delay  at  fires.  The  department  needs 
one  thousand  feet  of  new  hose,  at  once,  and  ask  that  an  arti¬ 
cle  be  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  the  coming  town  meeting, 
asking  the  town  to  appropriate  a  sum  sufficient  to  purchase 
one  thousand  feet  of  of  double  jacket  cotton  hose. 

WORKING  FORCE. 

The  working  force  of  the  department  consists  of  sixty- 
six  (66)  men,  distributed  as  follows:  Three  (3)  engineers; 
Steamer  Fire  Engine,  No.  1,  eighteen  (iS)  men;  Gen.  Mc¬ 
Clellan,  hand  engine,  thirty-five  (35)  men;  Hook  and  Lad¬ 
der  Co.,  ten  (10)  men.  The  morale  of  the  force  is  excellent, 
and  all  members  have  shown  a  willingness  and  promptness, 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  which  is  commendable. 

FIRE  ALARM. 

The  fire  alarm  system  is  in  good  working  order,  and  has 
been  a  great  help  to  the  department  during  the  year.  It  con¬ 
sists  of  twelve  (12)  boxes  distributed  at  convenient  points 
about  town. 

REPAIRS  ON  ENGINES. 

In  the  spring  of  the  past  year  it  was  discovered  that  the 
boiler  of  the  steamer  was  out  of  order.  An  expert  was  sent 
for,  who,  after  giving  it  a  thorough  examination,  pronounced 
it  unsafe  to  use.  A  special  town  meeting  was  called,  and  it 
was  voted  to  have  it  put  in  proper  condition  at  once.  A  new 
boiler  was  placed  on  the  engine,  and  it  is  now  in  first  class 
condition.  At  the  fire  in  Little’s  block,  the  hand  engine  gave 
out  and  had  to  be  repaired  ;  this  was  done,  and  that  is  now  in 
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first  class  condition.  For  cost  of  repairs,  see  statement  else- 
where. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

There  have  been  five  (5)  alarms  of  fire  sent  out  since 
May  1st,  1896,  as  follows:  May  14,  fire  in  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Cleary’s  barn  ;  value  of  building  and  contents,  $800,  loss  on 
same,  $260,  insurance,  $150;  cause  accidental.  May  18, 
fire  in  woods,  near  Jas.  Foster’s  residence,  alarm  was  rung  in 
by  request  of  “Forest  Fire  Ward,”  responded  to  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  department  without  apparatus.  July  4th,  false 
alarm,  rung  in  by  some  person,  unknown  to  the  engineer. 
Sept.  27,  fire  in  postoffice  and  Little’s  Block  ;  this  was  a  seri¬ 
ous  fire,  help  was  asked  of  Haverhill  and  promptly  responded 
•to  by  Chief  Gordon,  with  steamer,  hose  wagon,  and  n.en, 
and  very  efficient  service  rendered  ;  value  of  buildings  and  con¬ 
tents,  $22,725,  loss  on  same,  $15,200;  insurance,  $21,450; 
cause  unknown.  Oct.  10,  fire  in  hose  tower  to  Central  En¬ 
gine  house  ;  cause  unknown  ;  value  of  buildings  and  contents, 
$10,000,  loss  $25,  insurance,  $6,200.  Dec.  3,  fire  in  store 
house  occupied  by  E.  C.  Hopkins;  value  of  building,  $2,500; 
loss  on  building,  $700;  value  of  contents,  $5,000;  loss  on 
contents,  $1,150 ;  insurance  on  building,  $2,000;  insurance 
on  contents,  $4,000;  cause  unknown.  These  figures  are 
from  statements  made  by  the  owners  of  the  property.  We 
have  no  other  means  of  knowing  the  values. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  FI.  BLODGETT,  Chief, 

WM.  M.  CHASE,  1  st  Assistant, 

J.  B.  THORN,  2d  Assistant. 
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Trustees  of  the  Public  Library, 

OF  THE  TOWN  OF  MERRIMAC. 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  Merrimac  : 

Gentlemen — Herewith  the  Trustees  present  the  twenty- 
first  annual  report  of  the  Public  Library.  In  submitting  the 
same  we  have  nothing  new  or  unusual  to  report.  The  cus¬ 
tomary -system  of  previous  years  has  been  followed  and  the 
usual  progress  we  believe  has  been  made.  The  Library  is  in 
excellent  condition,  well  cared  for  and  every  book  accounted 
for.  The  expenditures  for  books  and  improvements  have 
been  somewhat  less  than  previous  years,  necessarily  so  from 
lack  of  funds,  the  annual  appropriation  being  $50  less  than 
any  year  since  1S83. 

By  rigid  economy  and  few  improvements  we  are  able  to 
feport  all  bills  paid  and  have  a  small  balance  unexpended  as 
shown  by  the  Treasurer’s  financial  report. 

During  the  year  the  rooms  have  been  opened  87  times 
and  73°3  volumes  delivered.  The  average  daily  delivery  has 
been  85,  the  largest  delivery  in  one  day  being  172.  The 
monthly  delivery  as  follows  : 

February  (1S96),  1026;  March,  837;  April,  7S5  ;  May, 
650;  June,  555;  July,  3S3  ;  September,  598;  October,  754; 
November,  706 ;  December,  6S0 ;  January  (1897),  32S. 
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There  has  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  past 
year  163  volumes  received  from  the  following  sources:  Pur¬ 
chased  by  Trustees,  144;  presented  by  Department  of  Relief 
Corps,  1  ;  piesented  by  Commonwealth,  18. 

The  average  cost  for  delivery  of  books  and  expense  of 
running  the  Library  has  been  three  and  one- fifth  cents  per 
volume. 

Again  we  call  attention  to  the  urgent  need  of  the  public¬ 
ation  of  a  new  catalogue,  the  one  now  in  use  having  out¬ 
grown  its  usefulness  as  an  efficient  and  ready  reference.  We 
believe  for  the  welfare  of  our  Library  and  its  patrons  that  a 
new  catalogue  is  an  absolute  necessity.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  the  cost  of  such  a  publication  would  be  about  $1^0. 

We  recommend  for  the  ensuing  year  an  appropriation 
of  not  less  than  $500. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAS.  F.  PEASE, 
s.  a.  McConnell, 

GEO.  G.  LARKIN, 

C.  W.  SAWYER, 

F.  O.  DAVIS, 

R.  S.  BAILEY. 


Trustees. 
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✓  TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

For  the  Year  ending  March  i,  1897. 

D.  J.  Poore,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Merrimac 

Public  Library. 


DR. 


To  balance  from  previous  year, 

$  1 

°3 

Received  for  Books, 

3 

75 

Cards, 

60 

Fines, 

i3  76 

Town  appropriation, 

45° 

00 

CR. 

By  paid  for  Books  acct.  contracted 

previous  year, 

$  40 

00 

Librarian, 

200 

00 

Books  and  Magazines, 

H1 

74 

Binding  Books, 

2  5 

S2 

Printing, 

20 

00 

Repairs  and  Improvements,  1 1 

«4 

Lighting, 

6 

OS 

Fuel, 

3 

OO 

Transportation, 

2 

20 

Advertising, 

1 

OO 

Postage, 

86 

Sundry  supplies, 

2 

47 

Cash  on  hand, 

H 

r3 

Respectfully  submitted, 


$  469  14 


$  469  14 


D.  J.  POORE,  Treasurer. 


Merrimac,  February  1^,  1S97. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


Committee  on  Water  Supply 

FOR  THE  TOWN  OF  MERRIMAC. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Merrimac  : 

The  committee  chosen  by  you  at  the  last  Annual 
Town.  Meeting  to  investigate  as  to  a  possible  source  of  a 
water  supply  and  the  probable  cost  of  water  works,  hereby 
submit  the  result  of  their  labors. 

They  organized  by  the  choice  of  J.  B.  Judkins,  chairman 
and  S.  A.  McConnell,  secretary,  and  after  a  careful  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  work  to  be  done  and  the  end  to  be  attained, 
decided  to  secure  the  sei  vices  of  a  competant  civil  engineer, 
and  Mr.  Louis  E.  Hawes  of  Boston,  was  engaged,  he  being 
highly  recommended  by  Committees  and  Towns  in  the 
State  where  he  had  been  employed  in  similar  work.  Mr. 
Hawes  entered  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties  early  in  the 
season  and  his  accompanying  report  will  give  you  the  result 
of  his  labors  and  all  the  information  on  the  subject  that  it 
was  possible  to  obtain  with  the  means  available.  The 
report  is  so  concise  and  complete  that  we  think  it  competant 
for  the  citizens  to  take  any  further  action  understandingly. 
The  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  is  also  given,  made 
from  investigations  and  examinations  of  their  engineer,  Mr. 
F.  X.  Goodnough,  who  visited  the  localities  several  times 
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and  took  samples  of  the  water,  after  Mr.  Hawes  had 
finished  his  work.  These  reports  cover  the  ground  so 
thoroughly  that  the  committee  can  add  nothing  of  im¬ 
portance. 

We  endeavored  to  exhaust  the  subject  as  completely  as 
possible  and  keep  within  the  appropriation,  at  one  time  it 
was  a  question  whether  to  continue  at  the  risk  of  an  over¬ 
draft  or  stop  where  we  were,  and  we  decided  that  what  it 
was  necessary  to  do  could  be  done  more  cheaply  then  than 
at  any  future  time  and  the  work  was  continued  and  such 
information  obtained  that  definite  conclusions  can  be 
immediately  arrived  at,  with  but  little  expense  to  the  tovVn, 
in  any  future  woi  k  regarding  a  water  supply. 

The  benefits  and  need  of  a  good  public  water  supply  is, 
we  think,  apparent  to  a  large  majority  and  the  Committee 
trust  that  futher  action  will  be  taken  in  the  matter. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  R.  JUDKINS, 
s.  a.  McConnell,  | 
J.  F.  PEASE,  \ 

■BAILEY  SARGENT, 
F.  L.  PARKER. 


Com  mittee 
on 

Water  Supply. 


EXPENDITURES. 


Louis  E.  Hawes,  Civil  Engineer, 
Daniel  Russell,  Boston,  well  driver, 
men  and  material, 

Albert  Coombs,  days  labor,  helping, 
Zeia  F.  Fourtin, 


c ; 


4  4 


4  4 
4  4 


4  4 


4  4 


4  4 


4  4 


4  4 


.  4 


4  4 


4  4 


$  2  75  37 

96  36 

29  5° 
25  50 

25  5° 

2  OO 
2  OO 
2  OO 
I  40 


Charles  Carter, 

A.  J.  Lovell,, 

C.  L.  Churchill, 

John  Edmonds, 

Edw.  Hale, 

James  McConnell,  board  of  engineer  and 

men,  44  5  1 

Isaac  Pendergast,  teams  for  hauling 

material,  etc.,  -  28  75 

James  F.  Pease,  time  assisting  engineer,  20  00 
S.  A.  McConnell,  cash  paid  for  stationery, 

express,  etc.  8  18 

Heath  Brothers,  making  weirs,  etc.,  4  90 

Budget  Office,  printing,  2  75 

Wm.  Lydston,  pump,  1  25 

B.  &  M.,  freight,  3  20 
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REPORT  OF 


LOUIS  E.  HAWES,  Civil  Engineer, 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


To  Messrs.  J.  B.  Judkins,  S.  A.  McConnell,  James  F. 

Pease,  F.  L.  Parker  and  Bailey  Sargent,  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Water  Supply,  Merrimac,  Mass. 

GentleMen  :  — 

Under  your  direction  I  have  made  a  study  of  the  water 
supply  possibilities  within  the  town  of  Merrimac,  and  here¬ 
with  present  a  report  of  progress. 

As  the  water  supplied  by  nature,  either  above  or  beneath 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  comes  primarily  from  the  clouds 
in  the  shape  of  rain,  the  topography  of  the  territory  under 
consideration,  with  particular  reference  to  the  inclined  sur¬ 
faces  which  form  collecting  areas  for  the  rainfall,  better 
known  as  drainage  areas  or  water-sheds,  is  of  first  import¬ 
ance. 

The  main  inhabited  portion  of  the  town  is  about  a  mile 
from  the  Merrimac  river,  elevated  considerably  above  it,  and 
located  in  a  valley  formed  by  two  somewhat  parallel  ranges 
of  hills,  extending  southerly  from  the  New  Hampshire  line 
nearly  to  the  river.  This  valley  is  drained  by  Cobbler’s 
Brook,  which  empties  into  the  Merrrimac  river  at  Merrimac- 
port. 
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The  range  of  hills  to  the  west  of  the  village,  including 
Brush  Hill,  Red  Oak,  Long  and  Tictomb  Hills,  forms  the 
dividing  line  between  the  Cobbler’s  Brook  watershed  on  the 
east  and  the  watershed  of  the  brooks  on  the  westerly  side, 
which  feed  Veal’s  Pond  and  its  outlet. 

The  range  ot  hills  on  the  easterly  side  of  Cobbler’s 
Brook  and  the  village  including  Bear  and  Prospect  Hills, 
forms  the  dividing  line  between  the  Cobbler’s  Brook  water¬ 
shed  on  the  west  and  the  watershed  of  Back  River  and  Lake 
Attitash  or  Kimball’s  Pond  on  the  east. 

These  three  drainage  areas,  Veal’s  Pond  on  the  west, 
Cobbler’s  Brook  in  the  middle  and  Back  River  and  Kimball’s 
Pond  on  the  east,  constitute  the  principal  watersheds  within 
the  town  limits  and  for  some  distance  beyond.  The  teritory 
lying  between  Kimball’s  Pond  and  the  Merrimac  River,  the 
upper  portion  of  which  is  called  ltThe  Plains”  feeds  two 
brooks,  one  running  into  Cobbler’s  Brook  and  the  other  dis¬ 
charging  into  Nichols  Pond  in  Amesbury. 

These  watersheds  have  all  been  studied  as  possible 
sources  of  water  supply  for  the  town. 

VEAL’S  POND. 

This  is  a  shallow,  artificial  reservoir,  controlled  by  pri¬ 
vate  individuals  and  drawn  down  or  kept  filled  at  their  pleas¬ 
ure.  It  is  situated  on  the  Haverhill  line  and  distant  by  road 
from  the  centre  of  the  village,  nearly  three  miles. 

In  consequence  of  these  facts  and  the  location  of  other 
possible  sources  at  a  much  lesser  distance,  Veal’s  Pond  has 
not  been  given  serious  consideration  as  a  source  of  water 
supply  for  Merrimac. 

COBBLER’S  BROOK. 

This  brook  drains  the  valley  in  which  the  villages  are 
situated  and  is,  therefore,  the  nearest  water  course. 
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The  point  where  the  indications  are  most  favorable  for 
utilizing  the  watershed  of  this  brook  to  best  advantage,  is  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  old  Tukesbury  Mill  Dam,  above  the  vil¬ 
lage  at  which  point  the  watershed  has  an  approximate  area 
of  i .2  square  miles. 

There  is  a  small  brook  from  the  west  discharging  into 
the  stream,  just  below  this  point,  which  is  fed  by  springs  in 
the  vicinity  of  Nichols  Avenue,  that  are  doubtless  supplied  by 
water  which  falls  on  the  surface  of  the  sandy  plain  near  by, 
is  absorbed  and  appears  again  as  springs'.  This  plain  already 
has  a  considerable  population  residing  upon  it,  with  a  pros¬ 
pect  of  more,  rendering  the  permanent  purity  of  any  water 
derived  from  it  very  doubtful. 

The  same  reasoning  applies  to  the  location  of  the  small 
springs  near  the  railroal  station  and  cemetery,  which  are  also 
doubtless  supplied  by  ground-water  from  the  village  plain 
before  mentioned. 

As  the  Nichols  Avenue  brook  receives  direct  house 
drainage,  and  is  subject  to  other  polluting  influences,  as  well 
as  Cobbler’s  Brook,  farther  down,  and  some  others  which 
enter  it,  only  the  portion  of  Cobbler’s  Brook  above  the 
Nichols  Avenue  brook,  has  been  considered  as  available  for 
water  supply  purposes. 

Examinations  of  the  water  flowing  in  the  stream  were 
made  for  quantity  by  weir  measurements,  and  for  quality  by 
the  analysts  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  flow  was  noticed  to  vary  rapidly  with  the  rainfall, 
indicating  a  quick  watershed,  or  one  from  which  most  of  the 
water  runs  off  the  surface,  little  being  absorbed  to  contribute 
to  the  ground  water.  This  condition  was  further  shown  to 
exist  by  the  test  wells  driven  in  this  vicinity  for  the  purpose 
of  acertaining  the  possibilities  for  securing  a  ground  water 
supply. 
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If  a  good  soft  ground  water  is  available  in  sufficient 
quantity,  it  is  much  to  be  preferred  to  water  taken  from  a 
stream  or  pond,  as  it  is  colorless,  free  from  the  unpleasant 
tastes  and  odors  that  are  sometimes  noticed  in  surface  supplies, 
and  is  not  so  readily  subject  to  deleterious  influences. 

Seven  test  wells  were  driven  near  Cobbler’s  Brook ; 
three  just  above  the  old  Tukesbury  Dam,  which  showed  the 
presence  of  much  compact  material  and  hardpan,  with  bed 
rock  a  short  distance  below  the  surface,  and  four,  several 
hundred  feet  lower  down  the  valley,  where  it  is  narrower. 
The  latter  disclosed  a  greater  depth  to  rock  and  the  presence 
of  some  porous  water  bearing  strata. 

Well  No.  5  apparently  penetrated  the  strata  carrying  the 
ground  flow  of  the  valley,  from  which  water  could  be  pump¬ 
ed  freely  and  which  proved  to  be  a  flowing  well.  From  the 
nature  of  the  stratification  and  tests  made  by  means  of  other 
wells  in  the  vicinity,  it  is  very  probable  that  the  quantity  to 
be  depended  upon  from  the  ground  at  this  place,  is  limited. 
A  sample  of  water  from  this  well  was  examined  by  the  chem¬ 
ists  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  reported  to  contain  so 
large  a  quantity  of  iron,  that  it  would  be  objectionable  for 
many  domestic  purposes. 

Doubtless  the  best  way  to  utilize  the  watershed  of  Cob¬ 
bler’s  Brook  is  by  constructing  a  substantial  eaithen  dam  with 
masonry  core  wall  across  the  valley  and  cleaning  out  the 
basin  above  for  a  reservoir.  The  best  location  for  the  dam 
will  be  determined  largely  by  the  comparative  expense  of 
construction. 

At  the  site  of  the  present  Tukesbury’s  Dam  the  location 
is  open,  the  bed  rock  for  a  considerable  distance  across  the 
valley  is  quite  near  the  surface,  and  the  material  in  the  old 
dam  could  be  utilized  economically  in  constructing  the  new. 

Several  hundred  feet  lower  down  the  brook,  the  valley 


6  2 


REPORT  ON  WATER  SUPPLY. 


is  narrower  and  there  would  be  additional  storage  capacity 
acquired,  which  advantages  are  offset  by  the  expense  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  greater  depth  to  a  foundation  and  the  addi¬ 
tional  area  to  be  cleared,  which  is  now  wooded. 

As  the  brook  water  has  some  color,  and  contains  organic 
matter  of  vegetable  origin  that  might  render  the  water  object¬ 
ionable  at  times,  it  would  doubtless  be  advisable  to  place,  a 
filter  below'  the  dam,  constructed  in  such  a  way,  that  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  filtering  could  be  done  bv  gravity,  to  avoid 
pumping  the  water  twice.  The  pumping  station  with 
machinery  for  forcing  water  into  town  and  to  the  elevated 
reservoir  would  be  located  near. 

The  situation  is  fortunate  in  being  near  the  village,  thus 
rendering  a  minimum  mileage  of  piping  possible,  and  near 
Bear  Hill,  just  to  the  east,  w  hich  is  of  sufficient  height  for  a 
reservoir.  The  form  of  reservoir  to  build,  and  whether  it 
should  be  located  on  one  of  the  two  summits  of  Bear  Hill  or 
on  Prospect  Hill,  wdll  depend  upon  the  exact  elevation  avail¬ 
able  as  compared  with  street  elevations  in  the  two  villages, 
having  in  view  a  proper  regard  for  an  efficient  fire  service 
and  a  reasonable  pressure  on  the  pipes  in  low  portions  of  the 
town.  A  large  eaithen  reservoir  costs  more  to  build  than  a 
metal  stand  pipe  of  the  usual  capacity  for  a  small  town,  but 
as  it  holds  more  water  it  does  not  necessitate  so  frequent 
pumping  and  there  is  a  more  uniform  fire  pressure. 

LAKE  ATTITASH,  OR  KIMBALL’S  POND  AND 

VICINITY. 

This  pond,  a  portion  of  which  is  within  the  town  limits 
and  not  far  from  the  villages,  is  reported  to  have  an  area  of 
about  400  acres.  Its  principal  feeder  is  Back  River  ;  its  waiter- 
shed  has  an  area  of  between  three  and  four  square  miles,  and 
it  is  elevated  So  or  more  feet  higher  than  the  Merrimac  River. 
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The  exact  height  of  the  water  in  the  pond  is  regulated  by 
gates  at  its  outlet  that  are  controlled  by  Amesbury  parties, 
who  use  the  portion  of  the  pond  affected  by  the  gates  for 
storage  purposes. 

As  the  presence  of  summer  cottages  on  its  shores  and 
its  use  as  a  pleasure  resort  render  its  water  liable  at  times  to 
influences  prejudicial  to  its  use  for  domestic  purposes  without 
filtering,  wells  were  driven  in  its  vicinity  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  ground- water  possibilities. 

At  the  place  on  the  southern  shore  called  “The  Bluffs,” 
which  is  the  shore  nearest  the  village  and  opposite  deep 
water,  three  wells  were  sunk  from  two  to  three  hundred  feet 
apart,  all  of  which  showed  a  shallow  formation  above  rock 
with  unfavorable  indications  for  a  ground  water  supply. 

On  the  westerly  shore  of  the  pond  and  near  the  entrance 
of  Back  River,  four  wells  were  driven  at  distances  of  from 
three  to  six  hundred  feet  apart,  the  first  one  being  at  Pines 
Point.  The  well  that  gave  the  best  results  was  located  in  the 
sandy  plain  in  that  vicinity.  Water  was  readily  obtained  and 
a  sample  taken  for  analysis,  the  result  of  which,  when  re¬ 
ported,  showed  it  to  be  of  excellent  quality.  Judging  from 
this  well,  it  is  probable  that  a  collecting  conduit  or  pipe  filter 
gallery  at  this  place,  would  serve  as  the  best  medium  for 
taking  water  from  the  ground.  Further  examinations  would 
be  necessary,  however,  to  determine  if  the  quantity  is  suffi¬ 
cient  to  depend  upon,  the  results  from  the  other  three  wells 
which  were  somewhat  scattered,  not  being  sufficiently  corro¬ 
borative  to  warrant  a  decided  opinion. 

In  utilizing  this  source  of  supply,  water  would  be  taken 
from  the  ground  by  pumps  and  forced  to  the  reservoir.  If 
deemed  advisable,  a  suction  pipe  could  be  carried  out  into  the 
pond  to  be  used  for  lire  purposes  in  case  of  emergency. 
Bear  Hill  is  nearer  this  location  than  Prospect  Hill,  but  far- 
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ther  from  the  centre  of  the  village.  Considerations  of  eco¬ 
nomical  design  and  utility  would  determine  the  location  of 
the  reservoir  to  be  used  in  connection  with  this  source. 

BACK  RIVER  WATERSHED. 

Between  the  location  of  the  test  wells  near  Pines  Point 
at  the  lake  and  the  territory  in  the  vicinity  of  Sargent’s  mill, 
which  is  about  a  mile  up  stream,  the  country  in  the  bottom  is 
rather  inaccessible  and  without  very  favorable  indications  for 
obtaining  a  water  supply. 

Near  Sargent’s  mill  there  are  several  springs  on  the  side 
of  the  valley  farthest  from  the  village,  the  water  of  which,  by 
analysis,  is  reported  to  be  good. 

Three  test  wells  were  sunk  at  favorable  points  covering 
a  distance  of  about  1000  feet  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  mill, 
from  one  of  which  water  was  pumped  freely  and  a  sample 
sent  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  examination.  The 
result  showed  the  presence  of  a  large  quantity  of  iron  which 
would  render  the  water  objectionable  for  some  domestic  uses. 
Much  hardpan  was  encountered  in  driving  the  wells,  some  20 
feet  of  it  being  drilled  through  in  one  case. 

Without  the  aid  of  other  ground  water,  the  flow  of  the 
springs  would  be  insufficient  as  a  supply  for  the  town.  Those 
of  any  importance  are  considerably  farther  to  the  east  near 
the  extreme  north  east  corner  of  the  town  limits,  not  easily 
accessible  nor  of  sufficient  size  to  warrant  great  expectations 
from  a  well  near  one  of  them. 

Weir  gaugings  of  the  Back  River  Brook  showed  a  small 
flow  as  compared  with  the  area  of  the  watershed,  which 
above  this  point  is  approximately  1.5  square  miles,  extends 
into  New  Hampshire  and  has  a  small  population  upon  it. 
The  analysts  report  the  water  to  have  a  higher  color  and  to 
be  inferior  to  that  of  Cobbler’s  Brook. 
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The  investigations  of  the  Back  River  watershed  in  the 
vicinity  of  Sargent’s  mill  indicate  that  the  location  is  unsatis¬ 
factory  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  the  towns. 

THE  PLAINS. 

This  territory  lying  between  Kimball’s  Pond  and  the 
bank  which  descends  to  the  Merrimac  River,  is  a  smooth 
country,  the  formation  of  which  appears  to  be  porous  and 
well  adapted  to  the  storing  of  ground  water.  During  the 
progress  of  investigations  at  places  which  appeared  more 
promising  than  the  plains,  before  the  result  of  the  analyses 
was  known,  a  single  well  was  driven  in  the  field  north  of 
Main  Street,  at  the  plains,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  formation  and  what  influence  the  residences  at  the  Lower 
Corner  had  upon  the  ground  water. 

A  water-bearing  strata  of  considerable  thickness  was 
penetrated  at  a  fair  depth  with  an  impervious  strata  above, 
from  which  water  was  pumped  and  a  sample  sent  to  Boston 
for  examination.  The  report  showed  it  to  be  very  soft  and 
suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  at  all  but  one  of  the  other  places 
examined  for  ground  water,  the  character  of  the  soil  was  un¬ 
favorable  or  the  quality  of  the  water  poor;  this  territory  and 
the  springs  it  feeds  on  its  southern  extremity,  should  receive 
further  consideration  and  tests  made  to  determine  the  proba¬ 
ble  quantity  of  water  obtainable.  If  this  source  should  prove 
to  be  satisfactory,  it  would  doubtless  be  the  least  expensive 
to  utilize. 

If  the  stratification  continues,  as  found  at  the  test  well, 
a  pipe  well  system  will  be  possible,  and  the  best  to  adopt. 
It  would  also  be  reasonably  near  the  coal  wharf  at  Merrimac- 
port,  making  transportation  easy.  Questions  concerning 
riparian  or  water  rights  with  mill  owners,  which  are  liable  to 
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arise  at  some  of  the  other  locations,  might  also  be  avoided  by 
taking  a  supply  from  che  Plains. 

OTHER  PLACES. 

r 

The  small,  rapidly-inclining  valley  south  of  the  village 
and  on  the  easterlv  slope  of  Titcomb  Hill,  which  is  drained 
by  one  or  two  small  brooks,  discharging  into  the  Merrimac 
River,  has  an  area  of  less  than  one  quarter  of  a  square  mile, 
with  no  indications  of  ground  water  in  sufficient  quantity,  so 
is  not  considered  a  possible  source  of  water  supply  for  the 
town. 

The  shores  of  the  Merrimac  River  adjoining  the  town 
are  rather  abrupt  in  descent,  rocky  in  places,  do  not  present 
favorable  indications  for  ground  water  and  are  in  a  direction 
from  the  villages  to  naturally  receive  their  drainage. 

There  is  a  place  just  over  the  line  in  Amesbury  where 
Nichols  Brook  comes  down  to  the  river,  that  might  be  worthy 
of  consideration,  were  there  no  other  sources  available  at  a 
lesser  distance  and  higher  elevation. 

The  easterly  side  of  Back  River  and  the  northerly  shore 
of  Kimball’s  Pond,  between  the  outlet  and  Back  River,  have 
been  suggested  as  worthy  of  examination  for  ground  water, 
the  surface  indications  being  somewhat  favorable ;  exami¬ 
nations  of  this  territory  and  further  examinations  of  the  Pines 
Point  location  being  advised  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

SUMMARY. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  it  has  been  necessa¬ 
ry  to  cover  a  large  territory  in  the  investigation,  on  account 
of  the  many  apparent  possibilities. 

By  eliminating  sources,  unfavorable  on  account  of  the 
quality  of  the  water,  or  other  seriously  objectionable  features, 
we  are  left  at  the  present  time  to  the  consideration  of  two 
places  where  ground  water  was  found  of  good  quality,  that 
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is,  near  the  outlet  of  Back  River  into  Kimball’s  Pond  and  at 
the  Plains;  and  to  the  use  of  surface  water  from  Cobbler’s 
Brook  or  Kimball’s  Pond  by  treating  it,  to  insure  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  quality  at  all  times. 

Of  these  possibilities,  unquestionably  an  ample  supply 
of  soft,  colorless,  unpolluted  ground  water  is  to  be  preferred 
at  the  same  cost,  to  a  surface  water  that  might  be  question¬ 
able  without  treatment.  As  a  matter  of  fact  a  ground  water 
source  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  town,  as  ordinarily 
utilized,  is  found  to  be  the  least  expensive,  where  a  pumping 
system  is  imperative  and  surface  water  has  to  be  treated. 

As  the  first  cost  of  any  system  is  the  controlling  factor  of 
the  annual  expense  account,  amounting  to  about  7^  per  cent 
of  the  same,  it  is  certainly  in  the  interest  of  economy  for  the 
ground  water  possibilities  and  limitations  to  be  determined, 
and  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  sufficient  appro¬ 
priation  be  authorized  to  enable  the  reaching  of  definite  con¬ 
clusions  as  to  a  ground  supply  from  the  Plains  or  the  shores 
of  Kimball’s  Pond  in  the  vicinity  of  Back  River.  Also  to 
enable  measurements  and  levels  to  be  taken  which  will  deter¬ 
mine  the  location  and  kind  of  reservoir  best  to  construct;  the 
preparation  of  a  plan  of  the  system  proposed  showing  pipes, 
hydrants,  valves  and  location  of  source  of  supply,  pumping 
station,  reservoir,  etc;  and  an  estimate  of  cost  based  upon 
such  a  plan,  together  with  a  table  of  elevations  and  fire  pres¬ 
sures  available  from  the  reservoir. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  and  investigations  by  the 
State  Board  of  Plealth,  which  included  the  examination  of 
fifteen  samples  of  surface  and  ground  waters,  could  not  be 
learned  and  taken  advantage  of  while  the  investigations  and 
work  of  well-driving  was  in  progress,  and  as  results  show, 
they  would  probably  not  have  materially  lessened  the  territory 
to  cover  had  this  been  possible.  It  is  obviously  quite  as 
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important  to  know  that  an  apparently  good  source  is  not  a 
proper  place  to  invest  money  in  as  to  know  that  another  one 
is  suitable,  for  otherwise  there  would  always  exist  a  doubt  as 
to  the  source  adopted  being  the  best  one. 

The  town  is  fortunate  in  having  but  two  villages  to  sup¬ 
ply  and  those  comparatively  near  each  other  and  compactly 
built  up.  It  is  probable  that  between  six  and  seven  miles  of 
pipe  would  very  thoroughly  cover  the  two  villages  and  con¬ 
nect  with  the  pumping  station  and  reservoir. 

Although  it  is  impossible  to  make  satisfactory  estimates 
of  cost  without  measurements  in  the  field  and  definite  loca¬ 
tions  for  reservoir,  source  of  supply,  etc.,  I  have,  at  your 
request,  made  some  approximations  of  the  cost  of  utilizing 
possible  sources  for  purposes  of  comparison,  using  generous 
dimensions,  pipe  sizes,  etc.,  as  follows  :  If  source  is  at  the 
Plains,  the  probable  cost  would  be  between  $60,000  and 
$70,000.  If  source  is  near  Pines  Point,  Kimball’s  Pond,  the 
probable  cost  would  be  from  $65,000  to  $75,000.  If  source 
is  Cobbler’s  Brook,  the  probable  cost  would  be  from  $85,000 
to  $95,000. 

I  believe  an  estimate  based  upon  a  definate  plan  would 
be  inclined  to  lower  rather  than  increase  them,  especially  the 
first. 

Inasmuch  as  the  price  of  pipe  is  low  and  labor  plentiful 
and  cheap,  the  present  is  a  favorable  time  to  build  water 
works. 

Tide  water  facilities  at  Merrimacport  will  render  lower 
freight  rates  possible  than  are  usually  paid,  which  is  an  im¬ 
portant  item. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  connection  to  mention 
some  matters  which,  usually  come  under  the  engineer’s  obser¬ 
vation  and  concerning  which,  questions  are  always  raised. 

It  is  a  prevalent  opinion  in  towns  that  if  water  works  are 
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constructed,  sewers  are  thereby  made  necessary  and  must  be 
constructed  immediately  after  at  an  additional  expense. 
Experience  shows  however  that  this  is  seldom  done,  and  that 
the  necessity  for  sewers  is  not  so  great  as  before.  Prior  to 
the  introduction  of  either  a  public  water  supply  or  sewerage, 
the  water  for  domestic  use  is  obtained  on  the  individual  prem¬ 
ises  and  the  house  drainage  is  also  disposed  of  there.  This 

e 

renders  the  supply  and  discharge  practically  together,  so  that 
the  drinking  water  obtained  from  the  well  is  in  a  degree  filter¬ 
ed  or  unfiltered  house  drainage  as  the  case  may  be,  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  soil,  relative  distance 
apart,  etc.  As  soon  as  a  water  supply  is  obtained  from  a 
distant  and  unpolluted  source,  the  supply  and  discharge  are 
separated  and  the  drainage  does  not  have  the  opportunity  to 
exert  so  harmful  an  influence  as  before. 

The  improved  business  conditions  in  a  town  resulting 
from  the  introduction  of  water  works  is  mainly  noticeable  in 
the  increased  building  operations  which  follow.  During  the 
construction  of  the  works,  requiring  the  employment  of  many 
persons  and  the  purchasing  and  contracting  for  a  wide  range 
of  materials  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  both  far  and 
near,  attention  is  called  to  the  town  and  its  industries  in  a 
desirable  way,  which  results  in  immediate  benefit  to  manu¬ 
facturer,  trader  and  employee,  alike.  When  the  works  are 
completed,  it  is  usual  to  have  a  celebration  of  the  event 
through  the  fire  department,  when  the  hydiants  are  formally 
turned  over  to  the  department  and  tested  by  it  in  various 
wavs,  fire  underwriters  and  others  being  invited  to  attend. 
Thus  the  town  and  its  improved  conditions  are  brought  to  the 
attention  of  many. 

That  small  towns  are  realizing  the  advantages  which 
result  from  a  public  water  supply  and  modern  fire  protection 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  Massachusetts  alone,  some 
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twenty  or  thirty  towns  having  less  than  2000  population  each, 
are  already  thus  provided. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  present  population  of  Mer- 
rimac  and  the  experience  of  towns  that  have  water  works,  it 
is  reasonable  to  expect  an  annual  revenue  from  private  water 
takers  of  about  $3,630.  This  would  suffice  to  pay  the  inter¬ 
est  and  principal  as  it  matures  on  a  loan  of  $60,000  for  30 
years  at  4  per  cent,  without  assistance  from  the  town.  If 
there  is  additional  expense  for  construction  or  operation,  it 
can  be  considered  in  the  light  of  an  appropriation  for  an  effi¬ 
cient  system  of  fire  protection  and  for  water  for  public  use  in 
the  schools  and  elsewhere. 

The  advantage  of  having  water  in  ample  quantity, 
pumped  and  under  pressure  before  a  fire  occurs,  ready  for 
instant  use,  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  Insurance  on 
property  partially  recompenses  the  owner  tor  loss  by  fire,  but 
in  the  case  of  a  large  establishment  emp!o\  ing  many  persons, 
it  does  not  reach  the  employee  who  is  usually  the  greatest 
sufferer  by  loss  of  employment. 

Statistics  show  that  a  large  percentage  of  water  works 
under  municipal  control  are  self-supporting,  many  requiring 
no  assistance  whatever  by  taxation,  which  makes  the  hydrant 
service  and  water  for  public  use  free  of  cost. 

Yours  respectfully, 

LOUIS  E.  HAWES,  Civil  Engineer. 

Ti  •emon'i  Building,  Boston,  Jan.  ,28,  1897. 
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OFFICE  OF  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

State  House,  Boston,  December  3,  1896. 

To  the  Water  Supply  Committee  of  the  Town  of 

__  \ 

Merrimac  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  applica¬ 
tion  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  town 
of  Merrimac  and  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  sources 
mentioned  in  your  application  to  be  made  by  its  engineer  and 
samples  of  the  waters  to  be  analyzed. 

The  first  source  mentioned  is  Cobbler’s  Brook  which  you 
propose  to  use  either  by  taking  water  from  the  ground  about 
half  a  mile  above  the  railroad  station  and  near  the  old  Tukes- 
bury  Pam,  or  by  taking  water  from  a  storage  reservoir  to  be 
formed  by  costructing  a  dam  across  the  valley  near  the  old 
Tukesbury  Dam,  or  by  both  methods. 

In  this  locality  you  have  made  tests  of  the  ground  by 
means  of  tubular  wells,  a  portion  of  the  wells  being  located 
close  to  the  old  dam  and  the  others  about  four  hundred  feet 
further  down  the  stream.  The  results  of  these  examinations 
do  not  show  the  presence  of  porous  material  of  sufficient 
depth  and  extent  to  furnish  a  reasonable  expectation  of  obtain¬ 
ing  any  considerable  quantity  of  water  from  the  ground.  An 
analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  collected  by  you  from  the  test 
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well  from  which  water  could  be  pumped  with  the  most  free¬ 
dom  shows  that  it  contains  so  large  a  quantity  of  iron  that  the 
water  would  be  objectionable  for  many  domestic  purposes. 

It  is  probable  that  by  constructing  a  storage  reservoir  of 
sufficient  size  at  the  place  proposed,  enough  water  could  be 
obtained  from  the  brook  for  the  supply  of  the  town,  but  the 
analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  brook  at  this  point 
show  that  the  water  is  highly  colored  and  contains  a  large 
amount  of  organic  matter  so  that  it  would  be  an  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  water  for  domestic  uses  in  its  present  state,  and  it  is 
unlikely  that  its  quality  would  be  materially  improved  by 
storage  in  a  reservoir  of  the  size  that  would  be  needed  for  the 
supply  of  the  town  of  Merrimac. 

The  next  source  mentioned  in  your  application  is  Lake 
Attitash  or  Kimball’s  Pond,  water  to  be  taken  either  directly 
from  the  pond  or  from  the  ground  near  the  pond  or  by  both 
methods. 

The  pond  is  capable  of  supplying  a  much  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  than  would  be  needed  by  the  town  of  Merrimac. 
A  limited  number  of  analyses  of  the  water,  made  in  the 
months  of  May,  September  and  October,  show  that  it  is  soft 
but  that  its  quality  is  variable.  The  water  has  at  times  a 
high  color  and  contains  a  somewhat  large  amount  of  organic 
matter,  as  shown  by  these  analyses,  and  the  microscopical 
examinations  show  the  presence  of  some  minute  vegetable 
organisms  which  are  often  found  in  waters  which  give 
trouble  from  bad  tastes  and  odors.  The  pond  is,  moreover, 
exposed  to  danger  of  pollution  from  the  summer  cottages 
along  its  shores  and  in  its  present  condition  cannot  be  consid¬ 
ered  a  desirable  or  safe  source  of  public  watei  supply. 

Test  wells  have  been  driven  by  you  in  two  localities  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  pond,  one  near  the  southerly  shore  and  the 
other  near  the  westerly  shore  south  of  Back  River.  The 
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results  obtained  from  tests  near  the  southerly  shore  of  the 
pond  were  unfavorable  since  no  deep  stratum  of  coarse  sand 
or  gravel  was  found  from  which  water  could  be  obtained 
with  freedom.  The  tests  made  on  the  westerly  shore  of  the 
pond  were  somewhat  more  favorable  and  a  sample  of  water 
collected  by  you  from  one  of  the  wells  was  found  to  be  color¬ 
less,  soft  and  otherwise  excellent  for  the  purposes  of  a  water 
supply  ;  but  ledge  was  found  at  no  great  distance  beneath  the 
surface  and,  judging  from  the  results  of  these  tests,  the  con¬ 
ditions  are  not  favorable  for  obtaining  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
water  for  the  town  in  this  locality. 

The  next  source  mentioned  is  “The  Plains”  so-called,  a 
level  tract  of  land  extending  from  near  the  southerly  end  of 
Kimball’s  Pond  toward  the  Merrimac  river.  From  informa¬ 
tion  obtained  from  a  single  test  well  as  to  the  character  of  the 
material  beneath  the  surface  of  the  Plains,  it  appears  proba¬ 
ble  that  the  material  is  too  fine  to  yield  water  freely  in  any 
considerable  quantity,  and,  judging  from  the  topography  of 
the  region,  the  area  from  which  water  would  be  contributed 
to  the  wells  in  this  territory  would  be  too  small  to  furnish  at 
all  times  the  quantity  of  water  that  would  be  required  by  the 
town. 

The  last  source  mentioned  in  your  application  is  the 
Back  river  watershed,  from  which  you  propose  to  take  water 
either  from  the  ground  just  below  and  not  far  from  Sargent’s 
Millpond,  including  the  water  of  Sargent’s  spring,  or  direct¬ 
ly  from  the  brook  by  constructing  a  storage  reservoir  thereon, 
or  by  both  methods. 

It  appears  that  three  test  wells  have  been  driven  in  this 
valley  at  points  within  a  distance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
below  Sargent’s  Pond,  in  two  of  which  the  material  was 
found  to  be  so  compact  that  no  water  could  be  obtained'  and 
ledge  was  found  within  a  few  feet  of  the  surface.  In  one  of 
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the  wells  a  coarse  stratum  of  gravel  was  found  from  six  to 
fourteen  feet  beneath  the  surface  from  which  water  could  be 
drawn  with  considerable  freedom,  and  a  sample  of  water 
from  this  well  was  collected  by  you  for  analysis.  The  results 
showed  the  presence  of  so  large  a  quantity  of  iron  in  the 
water  as  to  make  it  very  objectionable  for  most  domestic  uses. 

Sargent’s  Spring  and  the  springs  in  its  vicinity,  accord¬ 
ing  to  measurements  furnished  by  your  engineer ,  would  not, 
alone,  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  for  the  town, 
though  the  quality,  judging  from  an  analysis  of  the  water  of 
one  of  these  springs,  would  probably  be  good. 

Analyses  of  the  water  of  Back  river  show  that  it  is  very 
highly  colored  and  much  poorer  in  quality  than  the  water  of 
Cobbler’s  Brook,  so  that  its  use  for  water  supply  purposes 
would  be  even  more  objectionable  than  the  use  of  water  from 
Cobbler’s  Brook. 

From  the  investigations  thus  far  made,  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  any  of  the  sources  mentioned  in  the  application  are 
likely  to  furnish  ■*  sufficient  quantity  of  water  of  satisfactory 
quality  for  the  supply  of  the  town  of  Merrimac. 

In  general,  a  supply  of  water  taken  from  the  ground  is 
much  to  be  preferred  to  one  taken  from  a  stream  or  other  sur¬ 
face  water  source,  because  the  water  is  colorless  and  free 
from  unpleasant  tastes  and  odors,  and  the  Board  would  advise 
that  you  continue  your  investigations  with  a  view  to  obtain¬ 
ing  a  supply  of  good  water  from  the  ground. 

While  the  investigations  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Kim¬ 
ball’s  Pond  were  unfavorable  to  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply 
of  water  from  the  ground  they  were  not  extensive  enough  to 
enable  the  Board  to  conclude  that  a  sufficient  supply  may  not 
be  obtained  in  this  region. 

Judging  from  surface  indications,  coarse  gravel  is  likely 
to  be  found  beneath  the  surface  along  the  northerly  side  of 
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Kimball’s  Pond  between  its  outlet  and  Back  river,  and  while 
this  territory  is  outside  the  limits  of  Merrimac  it  is  desirable 
that  an  investigation  be  made  here  to  see  whether  it  may  not 
be  possible  to  obtain  a  supply  of  water  from  the  ground  in 
this  locality.  It  also  seems  desirable  that  a  further  investiga¬ 
tion  be  made  along  the  shore  of  the  pond  south  of  Back  river. 

The.  Board  will,  upon  application,  give  you  further 
advice  in  this  matter  when  you  have  the  results  of  additional 
investigations  to  present. 


By  order  of  the  Board, 


SAMUEL  W.  ABBOTT,  Secretary. 


ARTICLES  IN  THE  WARRANT 


FOR  THE 


Annual  Meeting.  Monday,  March  i,  1S97. 


Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  bring  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for 
Town  Clerk ;  three  Selectmen,  who  will  be  Assessors  and 
Overseers  of  the  Poor ;  Treasurer;  Collector  of  Taxes;  one 
School  Committee  for  three  years;  one  Trustee  of  Cemetery 
for  three  years ;  two  Trustees  of  Public  Library  for  three 
years ;  three  Constables ;  three  Surveyors  of  Lumber  and 
Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark;  three  Fence  Viewers;  three 
Field  Drivers ;  Auditor  of  Accounts.  Also  to  bring  in  their 
votes  upon  the  same  ballot,  Yes  or  No,  on  the  question, 
“Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
in  this  town.”  In  voting  under  this  article  the  polls  will  be 
opened  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  may  be  closed  at 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Article  3.  To  determine  what  sum  of  money  shall  be 
raised  to  defray  the  necessary  and  usual  charges  and  expenses 
of  the  town  for  the  ensuing  year  and  make  appropriations  for 
the  same. 

Article  4.  To  fix  the  time  for  the  payment  of  taxes 
and  see  what  discount,  if  any,  the  town  will  allow  for  the 
prompt  payment  of  taxes.  Also  to  see  what  interest,  if  any, 
the  town  will  charge  on  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the 
time  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  its 
Treasurer,  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  hire 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  and  to  pay  any  indebtedness  of 

the  town. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
jury  list  as  revised  by  the  Selectmen. 

Article  7.  After  hearing  the  report  of  the  Selectmen, 
to  see  if  the  town  will  vqte  to  rebuild  a  part  of  the  bank  wall 
on  Broad  street,  adjoining  land  of  James  Whittier  and  make 
appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  rebuild  a 
portion  of  the  bridge  near  the  Power  Station  on  Main  street 
and  widen  the  same  to  a  suitable  width,  and  make  appropri¬ 
ations  for  the  same. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  unite  with  Salis¬ 
bury,  West  Newbury  and  Newbury  or  any  two  of  these  towns 
under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  431  of  the  Acts  of  1S88  and 
subsequent  amendments  relating  to  the  employment  of  a 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  appropriate  money  therefor. 
Also  to  see  if  the  town  will  release  Bradford  from  the  present 
union. 

Article  10.  On  petition  of  George  B.  Patten  and 
seventeen  others,  to  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  the 
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tax  on  bicycles,  in  addition  to  the  appropriations  for  the  high¬ 
ways,  upon  the  highways,  for  the  improvement  of  the  same. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  the 
bill  of  J.  Fred  Ives,  amounting  to  ninety-eight  dollars,  for 
services  rendered  in  the  Crosby  Homicide  case,  in  1894  and 
1895,  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  12.  On  petition  of  W.  B.  Kelley  and  others 
to  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money,  or  will 
authorize  the  School  Committee  to  use  a  part  of  the  money 
appropriated  for  schools,  for  conveying  pupils  to  and  from 
the  public  schools  ;  the  same  to  be  expended  by  the  School 
Committee  in  their  discretion. 

Article  13.  On  petition  of  Daniel  Morrison  and  four¬ 
teen  others,  to  see  if  the  town  will  reconsider  the  vote  where¬ 
by  they  established  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Highways, 
and  return  to  the  old  plan  of  District  Surveyors. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  close  the 
Highland  School  for  the  ensuing  school  year  and  vote  such 
sum  as  they  judge  necessary  for  conveying  pupils  to  and  from 
said  district  to  the  village  public  schools,  the  same  to  be  ex¬ 
pended  by  the  School  Committee  in  their  discretion. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  restrain 
neat  cattle  and  horse  kind  from  running  at  large.  And  to 
transact  any  other  business  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting. 
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Teachers,  1896=97. 


School  Committee. 

FRANK  E.  PEASE,  Term  expires  1897 


1 4 
4  4 


T.  H.  HOYT, 

BION  GREEN, 

R.  D.  McKEEN,  Superintendent. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

C.  C.  Ferguson, 

L.  Frances  Tucker, 

M  ERRIMAC - C  ENTER . 


1898 

1899 


Principal 

Assistant 


First  Grammar, 

Second  Grammar, 

Intermediate, 

Primary, 

Second  G  r  a  m  m  a  r , 

Primary, 

Intermediate, 

Primary, 


Jennie  P.  Clement 
Lucy  A'.  Crawford 

l  Lilla  M.  Phelps 
}  Mary  N.  Hopkins 
(_  Annie  R.  Hunter 

Emma  Pearson 
Etta  II .  Colby 


MIDDLE  STREET. 


f 


Carrie  M.  Evans 
Marjorie  L.  Souther 
(  Jessie  L.  Holmes 

Louise  C.  Brackett 

PROSPECT  STREET. 

Mary  H.  Head 
f  Bertha  M.  Boultenhouse 


Grammar, 

Primary, 

Bear  Hill, 

Birch  Meadow, 
Highlands, 


(  Carrie  M.  Evans 
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Ida  M.  Blaisdell 
Hattie  A.  Baxter 

district  schools. 

j  Annie  R.  Hunter 
j  Abbie  L.  Clement 

Abbie  L.  Clement 
Annie  M.  Gray 

Music,  Lizzie  B.  Smith. 

Drawing,  M.  A.  Pearson. 


Twenty=first  Annual  Report. 


The  school  committee  of  Merrimac  respectfully  submit  the 
twenty-first  annual  report.  At  the  last  annual  town  meeting 
the  term  of  office  of  one  of  the  school  board  having  expired, 
Mr.  li ion  Green  was  elected  for  three  years. 

The  committee  organized  with  Frank  E.  Pease  chairman, 
and  Bion  Green  secretary. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Appropriated  by  town, 

$  8,200 

00 

Appropriated  for  Supt. 

35° 

00 

Rec’d  from  State  on  acc.  of  Supt. 

5  00 

00 

“  “  Mass,  school  fund, 

262 

5s 

4i  “  Dog  Tax, 

150 

79 

for  Books  and  Supplies, 

l9 

32 

Expended  for  Supt.  and  teachers, 

$ 

7169 

H 

Care  of  school  buildings, 

567 

5° 

Books, 

35 1 

77 

Supplies, 

357 

70 

Sundries, 

39° 

72 

Repairs, 

325 

l5 

Fuel, 

456 

93 

All  school  expenses  have  been 

paid 

to 

beginning  of  a  new  financial  year. 
This  statement  shows  an  over 

dra 

ft  of 

$■3 

$  9,482  69 


$  9,618  91 
'eb.  1,  the 


22,  but  the 

first  of  next  August  there  will  be  due  from  the  state  $500,  on 
account  of  the  superintendent. 
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REPAIRS. 

The  repairs  made  during  the  year,  consisted  in  moying 
and  practically  rebuilding  the  privy  and  draining  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  school  house  at  Merrimacport. 

Painting  the  Middle  street  school  house  and  making 
some  minor  repairs. 

Painting  the  rooms  in  the  Prospect  street  school  house, 
all  of  which  repairs  were  very  much  needed. 

DISTRICT  SUPERVISION. 

The  union  formed  with  the  town  of  Bradford  last  year 
will  continue  until  August  ist  of  this  year,  Mr.  R.  D.  Mc- 
Keen  having  been  re-elected  and  the  time  for  which  he  has 
been  employed  not  expiring  until  that  time. 

As  the  town  of  Bradford  has  been  merged  into  the  city  of 
Haverhill  and  is  no  longer  a  town,  we  recommend  that 
Bradford  be  released  from  the  union  and  that  this  town 
unite  with  Salisbury,  West  Newbury,  Newbury  or  with  any 
two  of  thes^  towns  to  form  a  district  for  the  employment  of  a 
superintendent  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  by  which  the 
state  gives  aid  to  towns  forming  such  a  district.  We  think 
that  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  employment  of  a  competent  superintendent,  and  we 
earnestlv  hope  for  the  welfare  of  our  schools  that  a  district 
will  be  formed  and  a  competent  superintendent  employed. 

LENGTH  OF  SCHOOL  YEAR. 

The  State  Board  of  Education  in  their  last  annual  report 
says  that  the  schools  of  the  cities  and  larger  towns  are  gener¬ 
ally  kept  io  months  and  the  average  length  of  the  schools  in 
this  state  for  189^  lacked  but  14  days  of  10  months,  also 
that  the  average  length  of  the  schools  had  been  almost 
constantly  increasing  for  the  past  10  years. 

Wishing  the  schools  of  Merrimac  to  be  in  the  front  rank 
with  the  best  schools  in  the  state,  we  decided  early  in 
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December  to  increase  the  length  of  the  present  school  year  to 
io  months,  but  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in 
town,  it  was  later  decided  to  keep  the  schools  hut  38  weeks, 
that  being  the  time  for  which  we  had  contracted  with  the 
teachers. 

We  have  also  shortened  the  sessions  of  the  schools  to 
five  hours  per  day,  in  accordance  with  the  practice  in  most  of 
the  cities  and  large  towns  of  the  state,  it  having  been  found 
that  better  results  could  he  obtained  by  so  doing,  thus  a 
school  year  of  10  months  at  five  hours  daily  sessions  amounts 
to  1000  hours,  while  a  year  of  eight  and  one-half  months  at 
six  hours  daily  sessions  amounts  to  1020  hours,  thus  it  will  he 
seen  that  the  scholars  will  he  in  school  fewer  hours  during  the 
year  of  10  months  at  five  hours  per  day  than  during  a  year  of 
nine  and  one-half,  nine,  or  even  eight  and  one-half  months 
with  six  hours  daily  sessions. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Late  in  December  scarlet  fever  made  its  appearance  in  our 
midst,  two  children  in  one  school  being  taken  sick  of  this  dis¬ 
ease  just  before  the  schools  closed  for  the  Christmas  vacation  ; 
during  the  next  week  several  other  cases  from  other  schools 
were  reported  to  us,  it  was  therefore  decided  (under  medical 
advice)  to  lengthen  the  Christmas  vacation  to  two  weeks,  at  the 
end  of  which  time,  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  cause  for  alarm, 
and  no  new  cases  having  been  reported  to  us,  it  was  decided 
to  re-open  the  schools,  first  making  the  following  regulations  : 

“No  child  who  is  a  member  of  a  household  where  any 
member  of  the  household  has  been  sick  of  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria  or  small-pox,  shall  be  allowed  to  attend  school  until 
after  the  house  and  clothing  have  been  thoroughly  fumigated 
and  cleansed,  nor  then  without  a  certificate  from  the  attend¬ 
ing  physician  or  board  of  health,  that  the  above  requirements 
have  been  complied  with.” 
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After  the  schools  had  been  in  session  two  weeks,  there 
being  only  a  very  few  scholars  in  the  schools  (only  one  or 
two  in  some  of  the  schools)  it  was  decided  to  close  them 
again  and  they  have  remained  closed  np  to  the  present  time, 
all  of  which  was  done  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  committee  ; 
schools  will  probably  re-open  February  15th.  The  usual 
March  vacation  will  be  dispensed  with. 


APPROPRIATION. 


We  ask  that  the  sum  of  $8300  be  appropriated  for 
general  school  purposes  and  $3^0  for  salary  of  superintendent. 

If  the  town  should  approve  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  Superintendent  and  the  High  School  Principal  in  regard 
to  having  another  teacher  and  another  room  for  the  use  of  the 
High  School,  it  will  be  necessary  to  appropriate  an  addition¬ 
al  sum  of  $600  for  these  purposes.  It  would  certainly  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  High  School  to  have  another  assistant 
teacher  and  the  additional  room  recommended.  We  have  not 
sufficient  school  accomodations  in  the  buildings  now  used  for 
school  purposes  and  it  might  perhaps  be  difficult  to  obtain  a 
suitable  room. 

We  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  superintendent  and 
teachers  appended  hereto,  for  other  matters  relating  to  the 
statistics  and  condition  of  the  schools. 


FRANK  E.  PEASE, " 
T.  H.  HOYT, 

BION  GREEN. 


School 

Committee, 


) 


Merrimac  High  School. 


GRADUATES,  1896. 


George  Willis  Cummings, 


Grace  Thirza  Sargent, 


Rosella  A.  Holmes. 
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GENERAL  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 


1.  All  teachers  are  required  to  see  that  these  rules  are 
faithfully  observed. 

2.  Teachers  are  to  be  present  in  their  respective  school¬ 
rooms  fifteen  minutes  before  the  hour  of  opening  each  session. 

3.  No  teacher  shall  employ  a  substitue  without  per¬ 
mission  from  the  Committee. 

4.  In  case  corporal  punishment  is  resorted  to,  a  record 
of  the  same  shall  be  kept  in  the  register. 

5.  Whenever  the  example  of  a  scholar  is  injurious  to 
the  welfare  of  the  school,  the  teacher  may  suspend  such  pupil 
from  the  school.  In  case  of  suspension,  the  teacher  shall  * 
immediately  notify  the  committee. 

6.  Promotions  will  be  made  at  the  end  of  the  summer 
term  by  examinations  and  the  average  of  the  pupil  for  the 
year. 

7.  No  person  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  a  school  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  sale  of  any  article.  Teachers 
shall  not  allow  notices  to  be  given  ;  advertisements,  circulars 
or  other  printed  matter  to  be  distributed,  or  any  like  interfer¬ 
ence  with  the  regular  course  of  school  work. 

8.  Teachers  shall  see  that  the  school-rooms  present  a 
neat  appearance  at  all  times. 

9.  No  pupil  shall  leave  the  school  grounds  during  recess 
without  permission  of  the  teacher. 
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10.  Books  are  loaned  the  pupils  on  the  following- 
conditions  :  ist.  They  are  to  be  used  carefully  and  not  to  he 
marked  or  defaced.  2d.  They  are  not  to  be  taken  from  the 
school-room  without  the  consent  of  the  teacher.  3d.  If  lost 
01  injured,  they  are  to  be  paid  for  by  the  pupil  using  them. 

11.  In  case  of  absence  or  tardiness,  every  pupil  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  furnish  written  evidence  to  the  teacher  that  such 
absence  or  tardiness  was  for  sufficient  cause. 

12.  Teachers  shall  see  that  school-rooms  are  thoroughly 
ventilated  at  the  close  of  each  session. 

13.  .  Teachers  may  take  two  days  in  each  year  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  other  schools. 

14.  Teachers  shall  require  that  the  State  Laws  in  regard 
to  contagious  diseases  and  vaccination  be  complied  with. 

15.  No  primary  scholars,  who  have  not  previously  at¬ 
tended  school,  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  the  schools  after  the 
first  two  weeks  of  any  term. 

16.  No  child  who  is  a  member  of  a  household  where 
any  member  of  the  household  has  been  sick  of  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria  or  small-pox,  shall  be  allowed  to  attend  school 
until  after  the  house  and  clothing  have  been  thoroughly 
fumigated  and  cleansed,  nor  then  without  a  certificate  from 
the  attending  physician  or  board  of  health,  that  the  above 
requirements  have  been  complied  with. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PUBLIC  STATUTES. 


PENALTY  FOR  DISTURBING  SCHOOLS. 

** 

Chapter  207,  section  23.  “Whoever  willfully  interrupts 
or  disturbs  a  school  or  other  assembly  of  people  met  for  a 
lawful  purpose  shall  oe  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail 
not  exceeding  30  days,  or  by  a  tine  not  exceeding  $50. ” 

A  * 

MALICIOUS  INJURY  TO  BUILDINGS. 

Chapter  203,  section  78.  “  Whoever  willfully  and  mal¬ 

iciously  or  vvantonly  and  without  cause  destroys,  defaces, 
mars  or  injures  a  school-house,  church  or  other  building  erec¬ 
ted  or  used  for  purposes  of  education  or  religious  instruction, 
or  for  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  or  an  out-building, 
fence,  well  or  appurtenance  of  such  school-house,  church  or 
other  building,  or  furniture,  apparatus  or  other  propertv  be¬ 
longing  to  or  connected  with  such  school-house,  church  or 
other  building,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  $=500, 
or  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceeding  one  year.” 

INJURY  TO  LIBRARIES. 

Chapter  203,  section  79.  “Whoever  willfully  and  mal¬ 
iciously  or  wantonly  and  without  cause  writes  upon,  injures, 
defaces,  tears  or  destroys  a  book,  plate,  picture,  engraving  or 
statute,  belonging  to  a  law,  town,  city  or  other  library,  shall 
be  punished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  $50, 
or  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months.” 
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CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

Chapter  47,  section  9.  “The  school  committee  shall  not 
allow  a  child  who  has  not  been  duly  vaccinated  to  be  admitted 
to,  01  connected  with  the  public  schools.” 

Chapter  19S,  Laws  of  1SS5.  “The  school  committee 
shall  not  allow  any  pupil  to  attend  the  public  schools  while 
any  member  of  the  household  is  sick  of  small-pox,  diphtheria 
or  scarlet  fever,  or  during  a  period  of  two  weeks  after  the 
death,  recovery  or  removal  of  such  sick  -person  ;  and  any 
pupil  coming  from  such  household  shall  be  required  to  present 
to  the  teacher  of  the  school  the  pupil  desires  to  attend,  a 
certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or  board  of  health,  of 
the  facts  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  admission  in  accordance 
with  the  above  regulation.” 
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Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Merrimac  : 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  this 
town  for  the  year  1896. 

Population  of  the  town,  census  of  1895,  2,302 

Decreased  from  the  “  1890,  331 

Number  of  schools  in  town,  14 

Number  of  teachers  employed  including 

special  teachers,  (Drawing  and  Music),  17 

Number  of  different  teachers  employed 

during  the  year,  including  special  teachers,  25 
Number  of  schools  having  different 

teachers  during  the  year.  5 

Number  of  children  in  town,  May  1,  between 

the  ages  of  5  and  15  years,  as  per  census,  361 
Decreased  from  last  year,  48 

Number  of  children  in  town,  May  1,  between 
the  ages  of  8  and  14  years  as  per  census, 

Decrease  from  last  year, 

Whole  number  of  different  pupils  enrolled 
on  school  registers  during  the  year, 

Decrease  from  last  year, 

Number  enrolled  between  5  to  1  3  years, 

“  “  8  to  14  years, 

“  “  over  15  years  of  age, 

“  “  under  5  years  of  age, 
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Average  membership  for  the  year,  3S2.67 

“  attendance  “  3^3*77 

Per  cent  of  attendance  “  .9^ 

“  “  “  1895,  .91 

Number  of  employment  certificates  granted,  1 

“  visits  made  by  Truant  officers,  6 

“  truants  found,  3 


It  will  be  noticed  from  the  above  statistics,  that  the  per 
cent  of  average  attendance  has  increased  four  per  cent  over 
that  of  last  year.  Gratifying  as  this  may  seem,  it  is  by  no 
means  what  it  should  be.  It  is  neither  unreasonable  nor  ex¬ 
travagant  in  a  town  like  Merrimac  to  expect,  under  all  ordi¬ 
nary  conditions,  ninety-six  or  ninety-seven  per  cent  of  the 
average  membership  of  our  schools  in  attendance  every  day 
the  schools  are  in  session. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  steady  progress  has 
been  made  in  our  schools  throughout  the  year.  The  spirit 
that  actuates  teachers  and  pupils  is  good  ;  dissatisfaction 
from  either  is  an  exception  and  not  the  rule.  A  conservative 
spirit  has  characterized  all  new  departures  and  all  are  labor¬ 
ing  along  educational  paths  that  have  been  beaten-  and  pro¬ 
nounced  by  others  before  us. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

While  too  frequent  changes  are  unreasonable  and  in- 
* 

effective,  yet  occasionally  revisions  should  be  made  in  any 
course  of  study  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  day  and 
to  supply  necessary  material  for  the  progress  of  our  pupils. 
It  has,  therefore  seemed  necessary  to  revise  the  course  of 
study  adopted  by  the  School  Committee  in  1890  and  accord¬ 
ingly,  courses  in  Arithmetic,  Geography,  History,  Lan¬ 
guages  and  Grammar  were  adopted  and  mimeograph  outlines 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  teachers  at  the  begining 
of  the  term  in  September. 
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The  new  outline  of  studies  calls  for  several  changes  in 
our  school  work,  the  most  important  of  which  are  the  follow¬ 
ing.  The  reading  and  review  of  historical  incidents  in  the 
lives  of  men  connected  with  the  history  of  our  country,  in 
grades  five  and  six,  and  the  introduction  of  the  study  of  his¬ 
tory  in  the  seventh  grade,  formerly  begun  in  the  eighth,  there¬ 
by  giving  an  opportunity  for  the  co-relation  of  this  subject, 
with  Geography  whenever  possible  and  convenient.  The 
elimination  of  some  of  the  non-essential  subjects  in  Arithmetic 
and  the  introduction  of  elementary  Algebra  into  the  ninth 
grade.  Oral  lessons  in  Geograhy  are  now  begun  in  the  first 
year  and  carried  on  to  the  fourth  grade  when  frequent  use  is 
made  of  the  small  Geography.  Hereafter  the  study  of  Geo¬ 
graphy  will  be  completed,  essentially,  in  the  eighth  grade, 
thus  affording  some  time  for  the  reading  and  study  of  the 
elements  of  Civil  Government,  introduced  into  the  grammar 
school  a  few  years  ago. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  course,  considerable  attention 
was  given  to  the  character  of  the  work  sought  as  well  as  to 
the  amount  required.  As  this  was  intended  for  a  working 
course  only,  doubtless  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  make  fur¬ 
ther  changes  by  the  close  of  the  present  school  year.  To  the 
outlines  already  prepared,  courses  in  Reading,  Physiology 
and  Hygiene,  Music  and  Drawing  should  be  adopted  before 
being  printed. 

NATURE  STUDY. 

The  work  in  Nature  Study  has  been  carried  on  through¬ 
out  the  year  with  better  results  than  the  year  before.  As 
this  work  has  been  so  recently  introduced  here,  the  subject 
has  suffered  fully  as  much  as  any  other  from  the  frequent 
changes  in  the  corps  of  teachers.  While  this  branch  of 
school  work  is  comparatively  new  to  our  schools  and  to-  most 
of  the  teachers,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  educational  and 
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beneficial  not  only  to  develop  the  powers  of  observation,  but 
to  give  the  pupils  a  firmer  grasp  on  other  studies,  as  Lan¬ 
guage  and  Geography. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Our  High  School  has^  enjoyed  a  year  of  well  marked 
progress  and  is  worthy  the  confidence  and  liberal  support  of 
our  citizens.  The  attendance  on  the  whole  has  been  good 
and  a  spirit  of  harmony  prevails  among  teachers  and  pupils. 
In  order  that  the  best  results  may  be  obtained  in  the  natural 
sciences,  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  additional  room  be  fur- 
nished  for  experimental  work  by  our  pupils.  To  expect  even 
good  work  with  the  present  accommodations  with  the  time  at 
our  commai  d,  is  truly  absurd.  Furnish  us  with  additional 
room  and  another  teacher  and  much  better  results  would  fol¬ 
low  along  all  lines  of  school  work  and  the  science  work  could 
be  made  easily  a  distinguishing  feature  of  our  High  School. 
The  report  of  Principal  Ferguson  is  appended  to  this,  hence 
I  omit  a  detached  report. 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING. 

Continued  improvement  along  these  two  lines  is  appar¬ 
ent.  The  lack  of  time  seems  to  be  the  greatest  hindrance  to 
marked  success  in  these  subjects,  especially  the  former  which 
can  not  well  be  co-related  with  other  studies  of  the  course. 
The  latter  subject,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  made  as  practi¬ 
cal  as  possible  in  iis  application  to  other  studies;  it  can  be 
judiciously  associated  with  Arithmetic  by  encouraging  pupils 
to  employ  graphic  illustrations  in  the  solving  and  explanation 
of  problems.  It  should  aid  in  Nature  St.  dy  by  giving  more 
definite  ideas  of  form  and  assist  in  training  the  powers  of 
observation.  In  Geography,  it  may  be  made  helpful  in  map¬ 
drawing,  giving  the  pupil  clearer  ideas  of  outline,  distances 
and  direction.  When  drawing  is  taught  with  the  ultimate 
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aim  to  assist  in  a  clearer  and  more  definite  understanding  of 
other  subjects  and  not  solely  for  the  production  of  artists,  we 
shall  be  aptly  compensated  for  our  labors  in  this  line.  Even 
for  the  short  time  that  drawing  has  been  systematically  taught 
in  our  schools,  we  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  progress 
made  under  the  present  management. 

PENMANSHIP. 

On  the  whole,  the  Penmanship  in  our  schools  continues 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  With  but  few  exceptions,  I  have  failed 
to  discover  any  marked  improvement  either  in  legibility  or  in 
freedom  of  movement.  Our  teachers  are  evidently  faithful 
in  their  endeavors  to  have  their  pupils  form  fatbits  of  neat¬ 
ness  and  legibility  in  writing,  but  despite  their  best  efforts  the 
writing  continues  to  be  in  most  cases  but  a  little  better  than  a 
scrawl.  It  is  an  evening’s  task  to  read  and  correct,  thorough¬ 
ly,  a  set  of  test  papers  for  a  class  of  40  pupils,  besides  being 
a  trying  strain  on  the  patience  of  even  the  most  faithful 
teacher. 

A  second  year’s  trial  of  Vertical  Writing  in  the  schools 
of  Bradford  f  11 1 1  v  justifies  its  adoption  into  the  schools  of  that 
town.  This  with  similar  reports  from  other  towns  and  cities 
where  Vertical  Writing  has  been  tried,  is  sufficient  evidence 
to  sustain  me  in  renewing  my  last  year’s  recommendation  as 
to  the  adoption  of  Vertical  Writing  for  the  schools  here. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  Mass¬ 
achusetts  now  using  the  Vertical  system,  and  so  fai  as  I  have 
been  able  to  learn,  favorable  reports  are  given  :  Cambridge, 
Brookline,  Quincy,  Everett,  Chelsea,  Lynn,  Salem,  Law¬ 
rence,  Haverhill,  New  Bedford,  Waltham,  Chicopee,  An¬ 
dover,  Whitman,  West  Bridgewater,  Walpole,  Plymouth, 
Braintree,  Canton,  Attleboro,  Natick,  Revere,  Reading, 
Wakefield,  Taunton,  Framingham,  Melrose,  Wellsley. 
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The  one  claim  above  all  others  in  all  systems  of  Veritcai 
Writing  is  legibility.  Justice  to  the  best  interests  of  our 
pupils  would  seem  to  advise  the  immediate  adoption  of  Ver¬ 
tical  Writing  into  our  schools. 

TEACHERS’  M  E  E  T I N  G  S . 

In  addition  to  the  usual  grade  meetings  and  those  called 
by  the  Supervisors  of  Music  and  Drawing,  there  have  been 
held  during  the  year  several  meetings  of  the  Merrimac 
Teachers’  association,  at  which  leccures  were  given  by  the 
following  speakers  :  Messrs.  A.  W.  Edson  and  G.  T.  Fletch¬ 
er,  agents  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education,  and  Rev. 
A  E.  Winship  of  Boston. 

On  invitation  of  the  teachers  of  Amesbury,  our  teachers 
attended  a  lecture  in  that  town  given  by  Mrs.  Gleason  of 
Boston,  subject,  “Methods  of  Temperance  Instruction  in  our 
Schools.”  In  March  our  teachers  are  invited  to  a  lecture  in 
Bradford  to  be  given  by  Mr.  Henry  T.  Bailey,  State  Super¬ 
visor  of  Drawing.  The  teachers’  meetings  have  proved  to  be 
of  valuable  assistance  to  our  work  and  I  trust  they  will  con¬ 
tinue. 

TEACHERS. 

The  following  changes  have  been  made  in  our  corps  of 
teachers  during  the  year  :  In  the  summer  vacation,  resigna¬ 
tions  were  received  from  Miss  Jennie  Clement  of  the  Gram¬ 
mar  school,  grades  VIII  and  IX,  Miss  Lilia  M.  Phelps  of 
grade  VI,  and  Miss  Bertha  M.  Boultenhouse  of  the  Plains 
school,  grades  I  and  II.  Their  respective  positions  were 
filled  by  the  election  of  M  ss  Lucy  A.  Crawford  of  Gerry, 
Me.,  to  grades  VIII  and  IX,  Miss  Mary  Hopkins  of  Camden, 
Me.,  to  grade  VI,  and  Miss  Carrie  M.  Evans  of  this  town,  to 
grades  I  and  II,  having  been  transferred  from  grade  VII  at 
her  own  request.  Miss  Marjorie  L.  Souther  of  Quincy, 
Mass.,  succeeded  Miss  Evans  in  grade  VII. 
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At  the  close  of  the  fall  term,  we  were  much  disappointed 
to  receive  the  resignations  of  Miss  Souther  of  grade  VII  and 
Miss  Hopkins  of  grade  VI,  as  the  results  of  their  professional 
training  had  just  begun  to  count  for  good.  Miss  Jessie 
Holmes  of  Brockton  was  elected  to  succeed  Miss  Souther  and 
Miss  Hunter  of  the  Bear  Hill  school  was  transferred  to  the 
centre  school  grade  VI.  Miss  Abbie  Clement  of  the  Birch 
Meadow  school  was  elected  to  teach  the  Bear  Hill  school,  it 
having  been  decided  to  close  the  Birch  Meadow  school  for 
the  winter. 

It  will  be  seen  that  many  changes  in  teachers  have 
occurred  during  the  year.  It'  better  salaries  were  paid  our 
teachers,  we  should  less  frequently  lose  those  whom  we  can 
ill  afford  to  lose.  I  believe  that  efficiency  and  experience 
should  determine  a  teacher’s  salary  rathes  than  the  custom  of 
grading  the  salaries  according  to  the  consecutive  stages  of 
classification  of  schools. 

It  is  worth  as  much  and  requires  as  competent  a  teacher 
to  teach  a  Primary  school  as  it  does  to  teach  a  Grammar 
school,  and  why  should  we  not  pay  the  same  for  good  work. 
If  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  services  of  a  good 
teacher  at  a  moderate  salary,  would  it  not  be  a  good  invest¬ 
ment  to  pay  such  a  teacher  one  or  even  two  dollars  more  per 
week  rather  than  to  release  her  to  teach  elsewhere?  Our 
citizens  expect  good  schools,  and  in  order  that  good  work 
may  be  done,  good  teachers  must  be  permanently  employed. 
There  is  nothing  that  hinders  the  uniform  progress  of  school 
work  so  much  as  the  frequent  changes  in  teachers. 

By  a  recent  vote  of  your  Board  the  school  year  in  the 
Primary  and  Grammar  grades  has  been  lengthened  from 
thirty-eight  to  forty  weeks.  While  this  may  appear  to  mean 
“more  for  the  money,”  in  my  opinion,  the  close  confinement 
of  the  young  pupils  in  our  poorly  lighted  and  ventilated 
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rooms  for  the  two  extra  weeks  is  not  conducive  to  the  best 
health  of  these  children.  With  the  money  necessary  to  sup¬ 
port  the  extra  two  weeks  of  schooling,  added  to  the  salary  of 
our  present  lower  grade  teachers,  we  should  be  more  likely  to 
prevent  our  good  teachers  from  looking  elsewhere  for  more 

0 

lucrative  positions. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  privileges  of  the  Public  Library  granted  the  pupils 
of  the  Grammar  and  High  schools  last  year  have  been  allow¬ 
ed  during  the  year  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  report  results  %  worthy  of  the  attention  of  our 
citizens.  The  list  of  books  prepared  last  year  has  been 
revised  and  the  pupils  seem  desirous  of  improving  their  spare 
time  in  the  school  rooms  in  reading  the  books  on  the  list. 
By  this  means,  the  course  in  reading  for  many  of  our  pupils 
is  brought  under  the  guidance  of  school  officers  and  teachers, 
and  the  best  books  of  reference  are  placed  at  the  command  of 
the  pupils  at  the  time  most  needed. 

Jn  conversation  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Libraiy  concerning  this  subject,  he  volunteered  the 
statement  that  the  number  of  books  read  by  the  children  of 
the  public  schools  on  lighter  fiction  had  been  reduced  about 
fifty  per  cent. 

A  feeling  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction  comes  from  the 
knowledge  that  our  earnest  efforts  to  make  the  Public  Library 
an  active  agency  in  our  school  work  is  appreciated  and  that 
they  are  meeting  with  approval. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  PUPILS  AND  THE  CONSOLIDATION  OF 

SCHOOLS. 

In  my  last  report,  mention  was  made  of  two  schools  in 
town — one,  the  Birch  Meadow  school,  having  enrolled  foi 
the  year  but  8  pupils,  with  an  average  attendance  of  6 ;  the 
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other,  the  Highlands  school,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  5,  and 
an  average  attendance  of  3.95.  Daring  the  year  just  closing, 
the  following  statistics  appear  from  the  same  two  schools. 
Birch  Meadow  school  has  enrolled  9  pupils,  average  attend¬ 
ance  4.9.  Highland  School  has  enrolled  5  pupils,  average 
attendance  3.6.  The  total  cost  of  supporting  these  two 
schools  for  a  school  year  of  twenty-seven  weeks,  including 
only  salaries  of  teachers,,  fuel,  and  care  of  school  houses,  to 
say  nothing  of  repairs,  is  about  four  hundred  dollars.  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  for  this  amount,  the  children  of  the  two 
districts  could  be  properly  transported  to  the  graded  schools 
where  they  would  receive,  without  the  slightest  doubt,  much 
better  instruction  and  forty  weeks  of  schooling,  wherq  they 
now  receive  but  twenty-seven  weeks. 

Mr.  A.  VV.  Edson,  Agent  of  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Education,  in  speaking  of  consolidation  and  transportation 
of  children  says  :  “There  is  a  decided  tendency  on  the  part 
of  intelligent  and  progressive  communities  to  close  the  small 
schools  in  remote  districts  and  transport  the  children  to  the 
graded  schools  of  villages,  where  better  classification,  better 
grading  and  better  teaching  are  the  rule.  This  is  done,  not 
so  much  from  an  economic  standpoint  as  because  of  the  firm 
conviction  that  children  receive  greater  educational  advantages 
there  than  in  the  small  ungraded  schools.  The  number  of 
children  in  back  districts  is  small  and  growing  less  every 

year.  With  few  children  and  small  classes,  there  can  be  but 

•/  ' 

little  enthusiasm  and  progress.” 

Space  will  not  allow  me  to  enumerate  the  many  different 
ways  in  which  pupils  in  the  outlying  districts  would  be  bene- 
fitted  by  attending  the  graded  schools,  neither  is  it  necessary, 
for  the  reasons  are  obvious  even  to  those  not  directly  inter¬ 
ested  in  school  work. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  matter  should  be  brought  before 
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the  citizens  of  the  town  at  their  next  annual  meeting  to  see  if 
they  will  appropriate  the  necessary  money  to  transport  the 
school  children  from  the  Birch  Meadow  and  Highlands 
districts  to  the  village  schools.  In  my  opinion,  this  could  be 
done  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  that  necessary  to  support 
the  schools  in  their  respective  districts. 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

I  wish  to  express  to  the  teachers  my  appreciation  of 
their  work  and  for  their  ready  response  and  willingness  to  do 
their  best  in  the  new  lines  of  work  proposed.  I  extend 
thanks  to  the  citizens  with  whom  I  have  become  acquainted 
for  the  co-operation  and  encouragement  they  have  given  me, 
and  to  the  School  Committee  for  their  support  and  forbear¬ 
ance. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  D.  McKEEN, 


Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


Merrimac,  Mass.,  Feb.  4,  1897. 
Mr.  R.  D.  McKeen,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  would  submit  the  following  report  for  the  High  School. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  general  improve¬ 
ment  in  scholarship  and  attendance  and  this  would  imply  an 
increase  in  interest.  The  attendance  since  September  has 
varied  between  97  and  99  per  cent.  There  has  not  been  the 
usual  falling  off  in  membership,  the  record  showing  the  loss 
of  two  pupils  out  of  6^  since  September. 

There  has  been  a  strong  tendency  to  enter  upon  the  long¬ 
er  and  harder  courses,  and  this  is  an  encouraging  sign  as 
scholars  who  do  this  are  far  more  likely  to  maintain  an  inter¬ 
est  in  their  school  work  and  to  complete  their  course  credit¬ 
ably. 

It  has  been  the  aim  to  make  the  work  of  the  school  hard¬ 
er  rather  than  easier,  and  above  all  to  make  it  practical  and 
disciplinary. 

Engl  ish  has  been  taught  with  particular  view  to  compo¬ 
sition  writing  and  a  knowledge  of  the  best  authors  through  a 
systematic  study  of  their  works. 

Geometry  has  been  taught  without  text  books  with 
decidedly  better  results  than  with  the  old  way. 

A  two  years’  course  in  French  is  given,  an  amount  suffi¬ 
cient  to  meet  the  French  requirements  of  all  New  England 
colleges  and  schools  of  technology.  There  are  full  courses 
in  Latin  and  Greek,  and  the  study  of  ancient  and  modern 
History  extends  over  the  first  three  years  of  all  the  courses. 

In  all  studies  in 'which  the  work  can  be  done  by  experi¬ 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  themselves,  this  process  has 
been  used  as  far  as  our  means  would  permit.  This  is  partic¬ 
ularly  true  of  Botany,  Geology,  Chemistry  and  Physics,  but 
this  work  has  been  in  large  measure  unsatisfactorv  as  we 
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lack  not  so  much  apparatus,  (for  the  school  committee  has 
dealt  with  us  generously  in  this  respect  the  past  year,)  as  a 
suitable  room  and  sufficient  time  in  which  to  use  this  to  best 
advantage.  A  suitably  equipped  room  for  laboratory  pur¬ 
poses  seems,  then,  indispensable,  if  this  method  of  teaching 
is  to  be  continued,  and  by  any  other,  these  studies,  for  any 
good  they  would  bring  the  pubils  would  be  almost  valueless. 

.  It  would  also  seem  that  either  a  revision  of  the  course  of 
study  or  an  addition  to  the  teaching  force  would  be  necessary 
before  another  year;  for  already  the  recitation  periods,  owing 
to  the  large  number  of  lessons  per  day,  are  too  short  for  satis¬ 
factory  work  in  the  different  subjects,  and  next  year  these 
periods,  unless  there  is  a  change,  must  be  still  shorter  as  there 
will  be  more  studies  then  to  be  taught.  Also  the  course  as 
now  standing,  has  too  much  work  in  it  for  any  two  teachers 
to  carry  on  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  pupil.  This  will  be 
readily  seen  from  the  fact  that  the  teachers  here  are  obliged  to 
to  teach  several  times  as  many  different  subjects  per  day  as 
instructors  in  our  neighboring  high  schools  and  with  recita¬ 
tion*  periods  far  shorter  in  length.  Improvement  in  this 
direction  would  seem  advisable. 

In  general  our  work  has  gone  more  smoothly  and 
apparently  with  better  results  than  last  year,  but  that  there  is 
great  opportunity  for  further  improvement  goes  without  say¬ 
ing. 

We  are  glad  to  have  all  parents  and  other  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  High  school  to  visit  it  and  observe  for  themselves 
its  work. 

I  feel  myself  under  deep  obligations  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  for  the  ready  access  they  have  given  to  the 
books  of  reference  of  the  Library,  to  the  School  Officers  and 
my  Assistant  for  the  many  ways  in  which  they  have  contri¬ 
buted  toward  making  the  school  work  go  more  smoothly  and 
successfully. 

Respectfully, 


C,  C.  FERGUSON, 


24 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC. 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  : 

I  submit  my  report  as  Supervisor  of  Music  : 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  Music  of  the  Merrimac  Schools.  This  is  especially 
marked  in  the  quality  of  the  tone  production.  It  is  a  great 
mistake  and  one  too  frequently  made,  to  overlook  the  manner 
in  which  a  tone  is  produced  in  the  effort  to  gain  the  pitch  of 
the  tone  itself.  The  voice,  properlv  understood,  is  but  vocal¬ 
ized  air,  but  what  does  the  vocalizing?  Pioper  control  of 
the  musles  in  the  throat,  tongue  position,  correct  breathing, 
all  these  contribute  their  part,  and  a  knowledge  of  these  sub¬ 
jects  and  the  ability  to  put  to  practical  use  that  knowledge, 
should  be  carefully  taught  to  every  child  in  our  public  schools, 
as  the  information  thus  gained  is  of  great  value  to  the  child  in 
after  life  as  well  as  through  school  days,  for  by  the  voice  do 
we  express  our  thoughts,  emotions,  yes,  ourselves.  The 
rules  of  voice  culture  faithfully  carried  out  are  also  of  great 
benefit  to  the  child  physically,  as  they  result  in  increased  chest 
expansion,  and  a  habit  of  deep  breathing,  both  important 
factors  in  the  acquirement  of  good  health. 

This  line  of  work  should  be  carefully  followed  out  in  the 
primary  grades,  and  the  habits  thus  formed  will  remain  fixed 
in  the  higher  classes. 

At  the  same  time  the  mechanical  part,  (no  less  impor¬ 
tant)  such  as  sight  reading,  development  of  time  beats, 
knowledge  of  musical  signs,  etc.,  must  not  be  neglected,  and 
I  have  tried  to  bring  out  both  these  lines  of  work  equally. 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


25 


It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  earnest  and 
faithful  work  of  my  teachers  and  yourself,  and  I  am  indebted 
to  you  both  for  many  helpful  suggestions  gained  from  your 
personal  knowledge  of  the  scholars  which  my  limited  time  in 
the  school  rooms  prevents  me  from  acquiring. 

The  teachers’  meetings  held  once  a  month,  have  been 
well  attended,  and  at  them  I  have  endeavored  to  make  the 
teaching  of  the  methods  I  use,  plain  to  them,  as  I  believe  it  is 
the  presentation  of  a  system,  not  the  system  itself,  that  makes 
the  teaching  of  music  a  success  in  our  public  schools. 

My  High  school,  as  a  whole,  I  have  worked  with  but 
little,  a  chorus  from  the  school  taking  its  place  ;  this,  I  judge 
to  be  the  best  plan,  until  my  lower  grades  where  the  system 
is  fully  developed,  reach  the  High. 

In  conclusion,  I  extend  a  cordial  welcome,  as  represen¬ 
tative  of  school  Music  in  Merrimac,  to  all  interested  in  that 
subject  to  visit  the  schools  during  Music  periods.  We  all 
need  a  stimulus,  criticism  is  the  ladder  bv  which  we  climb. 

Come  and  see  us  in  our  work. 

Respectfully, 

ELIZABETH  B.  SMITH 
Merrimac,  Mass.,  February  3,  1S97. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING. 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  : 

Our  work  in  Drawing  shows  a  gratifying  degree  of  pro¬ 
gress  during  the  first  year.  In  our  Primary  Grades  we  were 
able  to  cover  the  essentials  in  Form,  Color  and  Drawing  so 
that  the  pupils  entering  the  Grammar  Grades  were  able  to 
take  up  the  regular  grade  work.  Since  September  they  have 
been  taking  the  course  as  regularly  outlined  for  Primary 
Grades  and  show  a  decided  gain  in  power  to  express  their 
form  knowledge. 

In  the  Grammar  Grades  something  was  attempted  along 
all  lines  of  the  subject,  namely,  Pictorial  Drawing,  Construc¬ 
tive  Drawing  and  Decorative  Drawing.  We  are  now  doing 
regular  grade  woik  throughout  the  seventh  year  in  school. 

The  Drawing  in  the  High  School  progresses  as  well  as 
the  conditions  will  allow.  The  pupils  have  gained  a  good 
knowledge  of  principles. 

The  plan  of  work  this  year  has  been  to  visit  each  school 
once  each  month  to  inspect  the  work,  teach  or  to  give  any 
help  needed.  A  forty  minute  period  each  week  has  been 
given  to  teaching  in  the  High  School.  The  meetings  with 
the  teachers  have  been  held  bi-monthlv. 

J 

In  carrying  forward  the  work  we  aim  to  strengthen  the 
weak  places  and  to  make  this  study  one  of  increasing  interest 
and  value  in  the  education  of  our  pupils  and  in  this  work  we 
feel  that  we  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of  every  teacher. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


M.  ANGELINE  PEARSON. 
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